
Disclaimer: This newsletter is 
published by Northern Lights 
4X4 Trailriders Association, PO 
Box 14, Ingersoll, On, N5C 
3K1. The comments and opin-
ions expressed herein are those 
of the contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
Association, or the Sponsors. 
You can contact us at 416-444-
8231 and leave us a message, 
we’ll get back to you. Or send 
us an email at                       
information@nl4x4.com.  

Letters to the editor and sub-
misstions for the newsletter 
may be edited for context and 
space allotment. Published 
quarterly.  

President’s Message 
My wife Trish was kind 
enough (foolish?) to offer to 
take over the newsletter when 
Brenda was looking for a vol-
unteer. The first time is always 
the most difficult, especially 
when you are trying to get used 
to a new software package. I 
came home one day and she 
showed me the first (or twenty-
first?) draft with a huge gap-
ping hole on the front page for 
the Presidents message (see 
Bren, she has it no easier). 
Congratulations Trish, it looks 
great. 
 
I would like to welcome the 
two newest member clubs to 
The Northern Lights 4x4 Trail-
riders Association, The Upper 
Canada Cruisers out of the 
Greater Toronto Area and Ou-
taouais Jeep Club from the Ot-
tawa area. 
 
As part of my regular submis-
sions to the United Four Wheel 
Drive Association newsletter, 
the Voice, will be an article 
from one of our Clubs. The 
spring edition of the Voice will 
contain the article that appears 
in this newsletter written by 
Cory Sanderson about CO 4x4 
and the demonstration track at 
the Canadian International 
Auto Show. I will be looking 
for articles about other club 
events to be submitted along 
with an NL update for future 
editions. If anybody has any-
thing please pass it along.  
 
The first ever event in the Su-
perlift Series will be held here 
in Ontario and Northern Lights 
has been asked to assist with 

the trail leading. Rick Duval is 
coordinating the effort for 
Northern Lights and the event 
is scheduled for the August 17th 
weekend. The details have yet 
to be worked out but Rick will 
be contacting the Club contacts 
when things have been final-
ized.  
 
The NL 4x4 Board recently 
established some goals and 
objectives for this year.  One of 
these will be to establish a 
common network of motorized 
trail users to coordinate our 
responses to such efforts the 
Ontario’s Living Legacy Pro-
gram with an end goal of coor-
dinating trail maintenance and 
management efforts. 
 
Thanks to all of you who have 
taken the time to respond to the 
Public input opportunity for the 
Ontario Government’s Living 
Legacy program that is review-
ing the future use of our crown 
land. The Local Stakeholder 
Committee that has been estab-
lished will be reviewing these 
comments. Their recommenda-
tions are due to the government 
late this year with the govern-
ment due to announce policy in 
2002. 
 
Please note the new date for 
TRA5H is April 7 with our 
General Meeting scheduled for 
April 8th. I hope to see you 
there. 
 
Wayne Groom 
President 
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The Spring Meeting will take place Sunday, April 8, 
2001 

More details inside 

Welcome to our 
newest clubs 
The Outaouais/

Ottawa Jeep Club 

& 

Upper Canada 
Cruisers 
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When one thinks of safaris, trav-
eling deserts or jungles or just 
going on a far off country ad-
venture, only one vehicle comes 
to mind...Land Rover.  

To-day this same image is preva-
lent depicting beautiful country 
scenes with finely attired coun-
try gentry, driving North Amer-
ica’s highways pulling an eques-
trian trailer with their Land 
Rover. 

...even the British Army espe-
cially the elite S.A.S. troops, 
dressed in battle fatigues, are still 
depicted driving the venerable 
Defenders. 

‘You could not’ said a former 
Ford Motor Co. insider, now 
based at Land Rover, ‘buy that 
sort of publicity’.  

And that’s why Ford paid the 
$2.8 billion U.S. dollars to buy 
the beleaguered company from 
the BMW Group, back in July 
2000. It was still a real bargain to 
buy into the U.S. upscale market 
with 2 new models to be added 
to Fords already premium 
brands like Navigator and Black-
wood luxury units. This would 
also put Ford back in the Euro-
pean and Asian market where 
their existing modes like the Ex-
plorer are generally regarded as 
too large and lacking refinement.  

Even though sales were on the 
increase, (4 times the number 
produced 15 years ago) the com-
pany was still losing money. 
Those so called African country 
people that always drove Land 
Rovers were more apt to be seen 
in Toyota or Nissan 4X4s, 
mainly due to better price and 
quality which enabled the Japa-
nese to increase their market 
share and reduce Land Rover’s 
volume in an area where they 
once dominated . 

 

 

Ford seemed to have made the 
right move...just like they have 
done with Jaguar, Volvo, Mazda 
and Aston Martin. They brought 
in enthusiastic mechanical engi-
neer, Bob Dover, who had been 
earlier transferred to Aston Mar-
tin to return to his roots and 
begin rebuilding and continue to 
oversee the modernization of 
Solihill, England and the R.& D. 
centre in Gaydon. From these 
facilities will emerge a newly de-
signed Defender (intro date still 
to be decided) and the Free-
lander (shown at the Toronto 
International Autoshow) which 
should hit the showrooms as a 
2002 model late this year or 
early 2002. Production is to be 
increased to 250,000 units from 
180,000 last year. 

 

 

 

Land Rover Showrooms in Can-
ada will continue with the same 
lines: 

Range Rover: SE & HSE  

Discovery: SD, LE & SE  

                Both lines are body on 
                frame with permanent 
                (full time) 4WD and  

                V-8 engines 

                Both lines have 2 
                speed transfer cases 
                with 4 wheel electronic 
                traction control.  

                Warranties:  

                All models—4 years
                /80,000 kms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freelander: Specs  

5 Door only in Canada 

2.5 Litre DOHC V-6 175h.p 

                      177 ft.lb torque 

5 Speed ‘Steptronic’  

transmission 

All Wheel Drive…(No Low 
Range)  

4 Wheel Electronic Traction 
Control 

All Terrain ABS 

Dent Resistant Front 1/4 panels 

Hill Descent Control 

Heated Side Mirrors  

AM.FM.CD Audio 

Cruise Control 

Air Conditioning 

Power Windows/Locks & 

Mirrors  

Unit Body construction 

Models: 

HSE starting at $43,000 

SE starting at $40,000 

S    starting at $35,500 

 

All those die hard Land Rover 
enthusiasts out there have never 
given up on the name and prod-
uct. They know it as the best, as 
does the new management at 
Land Rover….It is said that Jeep 
won the war (WWII), but it was 
Land Rover that opened up vast 
tracts of the planet. It remains 
the first automobile seen by 
more human beings than any 
other….. 

Publicity like that is priceless.  

Len Bink, 

Corporate Liason 

More info is available on their 
website:  

www.freelander.com 
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Central Ontario 4X4 Club 
will again be hosting the 
(what should be annual) 
TRA5H Clean-up. The date 
for this years clean up is April 
7, 2001. This is a fun filled 
day of mild off-roading and 
cleaning up of garbage along 
the five points trail system in 
Bobcaygeon area. Please 
mark this date on your calen-
dar and try to attend. The last 
time we hosted this event, we 

had participants from as far 
away as Windsor and Ottawa. 
We will be providing refresh-
ments and a BBQ lunch for 
all who attend. Some of the 
items you should bring along 
are long clothing to avoid 
getting scratched from 
branches, boots and gloves. 
Also if you have a small util-
ity trailer, please check with 
me. The last time I made the 
mistake of saying no to extra 

trailers and we had tons of 
garbage and only one trailer. 
My mistake. The meeting 
area for this clean-up is at 
Flynn’s Turn on HWY #36 
at #507 at 9AM. Hope to see 
you all! out there. 

 

Dennis and Sarah Missios 
President CO4X4 Club 

Director NL4X4 

705-749-9086 

 

Calabogie Highlands Off-road PJ Party 
Saturday night BBQ with a PJ 
theme (please remember that if 
you intend to participate in an 
un-official night run {can you 
say MUD HOLE!!!} Friday or 
Saturday night: DRINKING 
AND DRIVING DON’T 
MIX!) Also on the Saturday 
night we will be having a Flex-
Off. We will have our ramp 
available for those who want to 
take a crack at the Coveted Tro-
phy (Well, that’s a new one). We 
will have awards for modified, 
and super modified classes. De-
tails to be posted at the event. 
For those a little less adventur-
ous: hotel/motel accomodations 
are available within 1/2 –1 
hours drive of the trails in the 
Town of Calabogie or at the 
Barryvale Lodge.  

The event will cost $25 per truck 
($20 in advance). This money 
will be used to pay for dash 
plaques, Instruction Sheets, Tro-
phies and misc. goodies. 

Both trails are tight and moder-
ate to difficult in nature. As a 
result the event will be limited to 
a total of 50 trucks! All trucks 
must be in safe working condi-
tion and have a pull point both 
front and rear and 30” tires 
should be considered as the ab-
solute minimum. Neither of 
these trails is suitable for stock 

trucks. 

Additional info can be obtained 
from the event coodinator John 
Farley ovo_4x4@hotmail.com 
or by phone at 613-271-0361 o r 
from the clubs hotline 613-739-
0544. Check the website for de-
tails as the event gets closer!  

Http://home.off-road.com/
~ovo 

Once again, the event will be 
limited to a maximum of 50 
trucks, so reserve your spot early 
by purchasing your ticket in ad-
vance (plus you save $5). You 
can complete the registration 
form on-line or download it 
from the club web page. Pay-
ment must be received by the 
OVO before your spot will be 
reserved. Payment can be sent 
to: PJ RUN, 73 Equestrian Dr., 
Kanata, On K2M 1H7 

You can check the website to 
confirm your spot. Don’t wait 
until the last minute. We have 
put in for good weather but 
bring enough gear to keep you 
warm as it dipped below zero 
last year. Looking forward to 
seeing you on the Trail.  

 

 

John Farley, President OVO 

Karen Branzoni, Membership 
Coordinator 

The Ottawa Off-Roaders would 
like to take this opportunity to 
announce this year’s Calabogie 
Highland’s Off-Road PJ Party 
set for May 18th, 19th and 20th. 
The club has hosted this event 
for over a decade and this years 
2001 run should be one of the 
most challenging runs to date. 
This years event will consist of 
two official runs, a poker run on 
the Quinn Lake Trail (back to 
front door) and a casual rock 
crawl on the Perch Lake Power 
Line for Sunday. Depending on 
how long it takes we may do the 
Bobs Lake Power Line too.  

For the Poker run trucks will be 
assigned a letter at the beginning 
of the run, at select points on 
the trail (after obstacles) the 
driver will be given an envelope 
containing a playing card. At 
particularly difficult obstacles 
drivers that successfully co m-
plete the obstacles within the 
time allotted will be given a 
wildcard. The driver that makes 
the best 5 card poker hand from 
the cards collected on the trail 
will be the winner (note: only 
one wild card may be used in a 
given hand). Full rules will be 
issued before the run. 

Of course every event needs a 
little soci al intercourse! This will 
be a camping weekend with a 

TRA5H CLEAN-UP 
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                It wasn’t the first time we 
had raced competitively, so most of 
our work was started and finished 
weeks before the show.  This year’s 
event, however, had some new 
rules, and we had to get the truck to 
meet specs. 
                The event---SFX Mo-
torsport Monster Jam---was held on 
January 20 and 21 at Toronto’s Sky-
Dome.  I had desperately been try-
ing to contact someone at SFX to 
make sure we had a spot in the 
show.  I finally received an answer 
three days out.  We were in. 
                I arrived with the ‘race 
truck’ (if you could call it that) at 
930 on the Saturday morning and 
waited for my pit guy, Richard 
Helmy, to show up.  A few minutes 
passed and Richard pulled up along-
side my truck and we unloaded our 
‘street warrior’.  Not the prettiest 
machine:  a virtually bone-stock Su-
zuki Samurai with the insides gutted 
like a prize fish to save weight.  We 
had added a roll-cage and safety 
harness just in case. 
                Inside the Dome last min -
ute track preparations were case. 
Inside the Dome last minute track 
preparations were being performed.  
We proceeded to Registration and 
received a few extra sponsorship 
stickers to put on the vehicle. 
                Things seemed to be going 
well, and our attitudes were relaxed 
until Murphy’s Law kicked in with a 
vengeance during Tech Inspection.   
Everything on the vehicle had 
passed with flying colours until we 
came around the back of the truck.  
With a sudden shock of horror, we 
noticed a large iridescent puddle 
under the truck.  Directly under the 
fuel tank.   
I realized we had never before filled 
the tank so had no idea there was a 
leak.  We had sold over 100 tickets 
to the show to various friends and 
family, including my five year-old 
daughter.  In my head I heard the 
event announcer’s voice echoing .

                The tech inspector must 
have caught my expression, as he 
cut us a huge break.  If we could 
seal it by the end of the pit party, 
he said, we would be cleared to 
race.  The party ended at 530.  It 
was now 245.  I glanced back 
down at the widening fuel puddle.  
It was a pretty bad leak. 
                I whipped out my cell-
phone and started frantically dia l-
ing for advice.  I had heard that 
soap sealed gas leaks effectively 
but had never tried it.  Someone 
else suggested bubblegum.  A  
quick trip to the drugstore ensued, 
and then we tried to fix it.  The 
soap worked for a few minutes be-
fore beads of liquid began oozing 
though.  Desperate we tried the 
bubblegum.  No dice.  3:35 pm.  I 
phoned my friend Troy.  As a l i-
censed mechanic he must have 
some black magic trick that would 
save the day.  He arrived as we 
were draining the tank.  (It takes a 
long time to siphon fuel through a 
5/16 hose, even for a Suzuki).  We 
tried to glob on some JB Weld, 
which only managed to stick to the 
screwdriver.  So much for licensed 
mechanic’s ideas.  4:15 pm.  Lonny 
suggested ‘Goop’  Two minutes 
later, no leak.  Back in for inspec-
tion.  I flagged down Rich, the 
head of the track crew, and he gave 
us the green light to race.  
                The Dome had a crowd at 
least 30,000 strong, all cheering 
and yelling.  In addition to the race 
in which we were entered, there 
was a demolition derby, monster 
truck races and street warriors on 
show.  Right now, however, my 
attention was focused solely on the 
upcoming contest.  14 trucks were 
entered, thanks to our friend Rich-
ard’s gutsy decision to risk his 
daily driver on the dirt hardpack.  
Most of the drivers were a little 
upset to find that we would be rac-
ing against 5 pro arena-style trucks.  
What kind of chance did we have?  
After the driver’s meeting we suc-
cessfully lobbied to have us an-
nounced as two separate classes of 
vehicles. 
                Qualifying went well and 

we moved to the actual race 
rounds.  Round Two saw 
Richard break his front drive-
shaft.  Lonny and I quickly 
helped him remove it for 
Round Three.  A minor mis-
hap, otherwise so far so good, 
although we were surprised to 
have made it this far.  Then the 
pairings for the third round 
were announced.  Trucks 9 
and 13 would be racing head-
to-head.  Guess who those 
drivers were? 
                Richard and I staged 
at our respective starting lines.  
Green light.  I managed to gain 
the turn before Richard, which 
surprised me.  I later learned 
his truck has a vacuum leak 
and sometimes bogs down 
with a heavy foot.  This stroke 
of bad luck on his part helped 
move me into the final round, 
where to my dismay I learned 
I was up against truck # 6, a 
pro arena racer.  Any feelings 
of driver’s ego I may have 
been subconsciously nurturing 
after getting to the finals were 
rapidly quashed as truck #6 
left me eating a fair share of 
dust.  I was starting to think 
that second place was more 
than respectable, but already 
my head was spinning with 
visions of a faster truck for 
next year. 
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                Last year on 
Canada Day, Terra 
Nova Off-Road Asso-
ciation (TNT) held its 
first annual jamboree-
style event.  Camping, 
trail riding, and vehicu-
lar games which tested 
driver skill as well as 
entertained the specta-
tors were on the 
agenda, along with 
great food, campfire 
ambience and camara-
derie. 
          This year we 
hope to expand to al-
low for a greater num-
ber of participants in all 
types of four wheel-
drive vehicles.  The 
mix last year was quite 
diverse.  We even had a 
BMW X5 attempting 
the more placid sec-
tions of the trail, quite 
capably, I might add. 
          The mission was 
and is to promote safe 
and environmentally 
responsible four-
wheeling, both to new-
comers and experi-
enced drivers.  The 
event---The Black Lake 
4 Wheelin’ Weekend--- 

is in its planning stages 
for this year.  We hope to 
add and RTI ramp and 
possibly a teeter-totter (a 
ramp where the driver 
backs his vehicle into the 
middle in an attempt to 
balance it).  
          Food is provided 
and portable toilets will 
be on-site to provide a 
certain level of comfort.  
A limit on the total num-
ber of vehicles register-
ing for trail rides will be 
announced at a later date.  
The number of people 
per vehicle is limited 
only by the number of 
seatbelts in the vehicle. 
          The entrance fee 
will be approximately 
$60.00 for the driver and 
one spotter, if they regis-
ter in advance (cutoff 
date for early bird regis-
trants to be announced)  
After this date, the fee 
will be $80.00.  Each ad-
ditional passenger will 
cost $20.00, and all driv-
ers and passengers are 
required to sign a waiver.  
Prizes for various events 
will be awarded through-
out the weekend.  The 

event location will 
most likely be in Ard-
beg, Ontario, approxi-
mately 40 minutes 
northeast of Parry 
Sound. 
         Keep watching 
this column for regular 
updates on this event.  
         For more infor-
mation please contact 
TNT at (905) 846-
9672 or via email at: 
grave_digger1@hotma
il.com 
 
 
         Yarema “Ski” 
Rohowskyj 
 
         President, Terra 
Nova Off-Road Asso-
ciation 
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Northern Lights 4x4 Trailriders Association 
Spring General Meeting 

Hosted by the North Hastings 4WD Club 
Sunday April 8th, 2001 

1pm. 
 
At the Campbellford Legion right in Campbellford on highway #30. All are welcome. For more details please con-
tact Brenda Hackett, VP NL4x4 at 519-425-1505 or at b.hackett@nl4x4.com 
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2001 has been a busy time for the Eastern Ontario 
TrailBlazers 4X4 Club Inc.  The Club entered the 
new year with a 50 percent increase in member-
ship, partly a result of a major redevelopment of 
the Club’s website.  The site boasts spectacular 
intros, pictures, technical information including a 
visual of a Teraflex installation on a Jeep TJ, and 
lots more. 
 
The web address is: www.emaginethis.net/
eotrailblazers/  
 
In addition to holding regular trail runs every Sun-
day (year round), the Club hosted a Moonlight Run 
in early February.  The weather was very cold with 
the wind chill around –35 degrees, and despite 2 
medical emergencies and an ice storm the day be-
fore, 16 vehicles including visitors from out of 
town “weathered” the storm.  Everyone got home 
safe and sound despite the weather and difficult 
terrain conditions, with the last crawling into bed 
around 5 am.  
 
Also in February, the Club hosted a winter offroad-
ing seminar for people with stock vehicles who 
had little or no previous offroading experience.  
This was a great success.  There were 8 vehicles 
and about 15 people, who were treated to presenta-
tions, technical demonstrations, vehicle inspections 
and a trail run that showed the participants how 
weather and terrain conditions can affect how the 
trail run is conducted, and how safety and being 
organized are key ingredients to ensuring that eve-
ryone enjoys themselves to the maximum.  The 
Ottawa Citizen published a superb piece on the 
seminar and the Club would like to thank Tim, Re-
becca and Rob of the Ottawa Citizen for their fabu-
lous support. 
 
EOTB will continue weekly runs and will host a 
number of other special events throughout the next 
few months. 
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Station). To book your space or for more 
information please contact Paul Hodges at: 
519-768-1164 or Brenda Hackett at 519-
425-1505 or by e-mail at 
swo4x4club@hotmail.com 
We hope to see you there … all are we l-
come to attend. 
 
Paul Hodges 
President SWO4x4 Club 

The South Western Ontario 4x4 club, 
based in London, Ontario is presenting an 
Off-Roading Seminar on Sunday March 
25th from 1pm until 4pm. Topics to be in-
cluded in this seminar will be; Tread 
Lightly! principles, trail etiquette, safety 
guidelines and vehicle modifications, basic 
off road handling/driving techniques, vehi-
cle and passenger recovery (including a 
winching demonstration) and a segment on 
cleaning up after the fact and maintenance. 
It’s a free day for all 4-wheel drive enthu-
siasts and we encourage new 4x4 owners 
and even the most seasoned four wheelers 
to come out for the day. The seminar is 
free and open to members of the commu-
nity including ATV and Argo owners. The 
seminar is friendly and informal and me m-
bers of SWO4x4 Club will present the seg-
ments. We’d like to thank the Findley’s 
Driving School in Aylmer Ontario for do-
nating the use of their classroom facilities 
for the day. Please call ahead as space is 
limited and we need to know how much 
coffee to put on! The Driving School is 
located in Aylmer Ontario at 50 Beech St. 
East (just east of  the Aylmer Police  



The Central Ontario Four 
Wheel Drive Club at the Cana-
dian International Auto Show 
by Corey Sanderson 
 
Most of the good off road trails that we en-
joy in Ontario are enjoyed in the winter 
months by the snowmobiling community. 
The clubs and the over seeing association 
groom and maintain a trail system that cov-
ers about 49,000 kilometers over public and 
private land. There are opportunities to get 
out over the winter months on unmain-
tained roads and most clubs manage a cou-
ple of events. The Central Ontario Four 
Wheel Drive Club does something a little 
different, they go downtown.  
 
For the last eight years the Club has been 
asked to design, build, manage and man an 
off road demonstration track for the Cana-
dian International Auto Show in downtown 
Toronto during the last 2 weeks in Febru-
ary. The objective of the track is to provide 
a unique feature to the show while giving 
the manufacturers the opportunity to show-
case their vehicles in a unique circum-
stance. 
 
The manufacturers will allocate vehicles for 
use at the track. Over the years there have 
been anywhere from 15 to 25 vehicles 
available for testing. If a show patron 
would like to go out on the track they could 
approach a manufacturer representative on 
the show floor and book a time to take out a 
vehicle. At the appointed time the patron 
registers at the pick up point and a club 
member escorts him/her to the vehicle. The 
show patron drives from the underground 
garage to track, does one circuit of the track 
and returns. The average time for the whole 
experience is about 12 minutes. Club mem-
bers will do this about 200 times a day for 
10 days. 
 
Bob Boland coordinates the event for the 
club and says that it makes for a long day. 
Between gassing up the vehicles in the 
morning, when required, and shutting it all 
down at night it makes for a 12-hour day. 
Bob credits the dedication and spirit of the 

club membership for the success 
of the event. “To run properly we 
need about 10 members here at 
any given time,” says Bob. Adds 
Bob, “you can’t forget that these      
 
The track contains numerous ob-
stacles, none challenging for a 
seasoned off roader. The track has 
to be people are volunteering their 
time, people are volunteers, they 
are not paid and there are several 
members that take vacation time 
to do this. In total we usually have 
about 50 members come out to 
participate over the course of the 
show”. 
 
people are volunteers, they are not 
paid and there are several mem-
bers that take vacation time to do 
this. In total we usually have 
about 50 members come out to 
participate over the course of the 
show”. 
The track contains numerous ob-
stacles, none challenging for a 
seasoned off roader. The track has 
to be designed to fairly demon-
strate the capabilities of age num-
ber of stock vehicles being driven 
mostly by people who may have 
never attempted anything more 
adventurous than bumping over a 
curb. 
 
Wayne Groom, the President of 
Northern Lights and a long time 
member of CO 4x4 states; “What 
better way to promote four wheel-
ing than to lock up some poor un-
suspecting soul with an enthusias-
tic off- roader, one on one, for 
about 15 minutes? I know that the 
club has gained membership from 
this and people have attended 
events like the Jeep Jamboree and 
Camp Pathfinder after being 
given their first taste. While doing 
this, the club members cannot 
promote one brand over another 
but it does give the opportunity 
for the patrons to get some real 
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I stood in the center of the track 
on the last day of this year and 
took in my surroundings. In no 
more than the distance of 5 city 
blocks in any direction I saw 
the following: To the east, the 
Air Canada Centre, home of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Rap-
tors. To the west, the SkyDome, 
home of the Toronto Blue Jays 
and the Argonauts (a Canadian 
Football League Team). Just a 
little  north of that the CN 
Tower. A little to the northeast 
are the gold towers of the finan-
cial district. No doubt we are in 
the center of Canada’s largest 
city. There is the occasional 
dignitary. This year the Vice-
President of Nissan (out of Ja-
pan) stopped by for a tour of the 
track. This is the show’s first 
year with an official designation 
as being an International Show 
putting it in the same leagues as 
Detroit and Paris. As Bob says, 
“we would like to think that our 
participation in making the 
track possible has contributed to 
that honour”. 
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As a follow up to a trip to 
the James Bay frontier un-
dertaken by a few intrepid 
adventurers as part of a Bor-
der to Border trek back in 
1998, a new adventure be-
gins to go explore the oppo-
site side of James Bay in the 
province of Quebec. This 
time, we get to drive the 
whole distance, have no af-
filiations and are dedicated 
to reach our destination.  
Finally! Leaving the city in 
a mist of rain and sleet and 
slush. Our first brush with 
fame comes in the form of 
Mark, a local journalist with 
the town of Gravenhurst's 
Today newspaper, who saw 
us pull into town for lunch. 
Right away he came over to 
our table at Blondie's and 
wanted to know all about 
our trip, equipment, destina-
tion. After assuring us our 
burgers would not get too 
cold, he lured us outside to 
take a group picture in front 
of our vehicles. This was a 
nice change from the hum-
drum of the city, and people 
were excited for us about 
our expedition.  

Day 3 The day starts early 
with a tepid shower, an 8am 
(Land Rover standard time) 
breakfast and 600 km to 
cover. We hit the road at 
9am for a gas fill up and a 
squeegee joust between the 
women of the expedition: A 
little bit of fun before we 
stare at whiteness for hours. 
No more than 2 km out of 
town, shortly after a near 
collision with two Ptarmi-
gans which decided to fly 
over, like most locals, for 
closer inspection, we notice 
a recently ran over lynx and 
its mate watching from the 
side of the road, as a local 
man was taking in the scene. 
As we drive by, the convoy 
seems to distract the surviv-
ing lynx and it disappears 
into the trees, as the native 
man, still motionless, con-
tinues to smile and focus on 
the empty spot where the 
animal used to stand. This 
entire scene was pleasantly 
surprising as the 1999 expe-
dition taught us to expect 
nothing but hours of snowy 
roads. 
Day 4 We awakened to 
more than minus 30 degrees 
celcius this morning in the 
hydro-electric/dam-based 
town of Radisson, named 
after one-half of the famous 
French explorer team of 
Radisson &Grossellier, 
early competitors to the 
English Hudson Bay Com-
pany. The town, founded in 
1972, was established as a 
base for the giant hydro- 

electric project in north-
ern Quebec. Radisson is 
also the furthest north 
you can drive by road, 
and gets you to within 
about 125 miles of Hud-
son Bay.  
Day 6 The new defini-
tion of primitive is not 
having internet access. 
The daily digest are be-
ing written everyday, 
but we are unable to 
transmit them. The 
phone system here is 
FM radio to LG4 where 
it is converted to micro-
wave and finally regular 
phone lines way down 
south. We are going to 
try and experiment with 
the satellite phone to-
night but we are doubt-
ful, since the sat phone 
was a last minute addi-
tion and the system was-
n’t tested before leaving.  
Day 9 The drive to Chi-
bougamau was just over 
300 km from Nemaska, 
so we knew there was 
some time to kill – a 
relatively leisurely drive, 
as far as this trip is con-
cerned. Someone in 
town suggested we take 
in the rapids on the 
Rupert, a river we 
stopped at on the way 
up, but many kilometers 
away. We came upon it 
so fast that we passed 
the bridge up entirely 
and had to turn around, 
but the sight was quite 
spectacular, and we  

LRAA GOES WAY NORTH 
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remained there for almost 20 
minutes photographing it 
from every conceivable an-
gle. 

 
Within 20 km of our destina-
tion, Michel found a nice lit-
tle turnoff into a highway 
maintenance yard of some 
kind, and we stopped there 
for a group shot and some 
fun in the snow. Getting back 
on the highway, the traffic 
increased steadily as we 
neared Chibougamau, a town 
of some 2000-odd souls. Mi-
chel informed us that in Que-
bec, the equivalent of 
"middle of nowhere" or 
"…….." is Chibougamau. 
So, here we were, in the mid-
dle of nowhere – but it was 
the biggest town we’d seen 
in days, so we felt a little 
closed in.  
It’s the Land Rover thing to 
do." The GPS says we are 
there so we will just keep 
driving. Shortly we decide 
the LR thing to do, after con-
sulting all maps, GPSs and 
Shamans is to call the motel. 
We get there and have a 
gourmet dinner by anyone’s 
standards. Wonderful sea-
food soup, top quality steak 
in a scrumptious sauce, hot 
blueberry or cherry pie and 
maple sugar pie cake. Truly 
Wonderful Another great 
day. What could be better 
than being here, with friends, 
and our Land Rovers, As 
written on "BIG Blue’s" back 
window "take the road less 
traveled".  
Fluffy!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Facts about Sunoco: 
§ Sunoco Inc. is a fully owned 

subsidiary of Suncor Energy 
Inc.; a 100% publicly owned 
Canadian oil and gas com-
pany. 

§ Headquartered in Toronto, 
Ontario, Sunoco manufac-
tures, distributes and mar-
kets transportation fuels, 
petrochemicals, and heating 
oils primarily in Ontario and 
Quebec. 

§ Sunoco markets natural gas 
to commercial and residen-
tial consumers throughout 
Ontario. 

§ Sunoco prides itself on a 
lengthy history of testing 
and developing both per-
formance gasolines such as 
Sunoco Ultra 94, and differ-
entiated fuels like environ-
mentally friendlier ethanol-
enhanced gasolines, avail-
able at all Sunoco stations. 

§ Consumers can now pur-
chase Sunoco products and 
services on-line through the 
company’s web site at 
www.sunoco.ca 

§ Sunoco has five functional 
divisions; Branded Sales, 
Energy Supply, Marketing 
and Network Development, 
Refining, and Strategic 
Growth and Business Ser-
vices. 

§ Located in Sarnia, Ontario, 
Sunoco’s refinery has a ca-
pacity of 70,000 barrels of 
crude oil per day and in 
1998 refining sales of 
87,000 barrels per day. This 

complex refinery has the flexi-
bility to produce a high propor-
tion of transportation fuels and 
petrochemicals. 

§ For the past three years, the re-
finery has achieved 95% or bet-
ter utilization of crude refining 
capacity, with 1998 average 
utilization reaching 99%. In 
1998, Sunoco’s share of the total 
refined product sales in its pri-
mary market of Ontario was ap-
proximately 84% of Sunoco’s 
total sales volume. 

 The majority of production from the 
refinery is marketed through con-
trolled distribution channels in five 
distinct markets: 
1. 310 Sunoco retail service sta-

tions in Ontario, located prima r-
ily along the main transportation 
corridors between Windsor and 
Ottawa; 

2. A 50% joint venture partnership 
with Pioneer Petroleums, an in -
dependent retailer that operates 
154 Pioneer-branded service sta-
tions; 

3. UPI Inc., a 50% joint venture 
company with Growmark Inc. (a 
large US Midwest agricultural 
supply and grain marketing co-
operative), which operates 57 
retail sites in rural Ontario and 
sells conventional and ethanol-
blended gasolines, diesel and 
heating oil to commercial and 
farm customers; 

4. A new network of five Sunoco 
diesel Fleet Fuel Cardlock sites 
in Southern Ontario introduced 
in 1998; and 

5. Sun Petrochemicals Company, a 
50% joint venture with US based 
Sunoco, Inc.’s (formerly Sun 
Company, Inc.) refinery in 
Toledo, Ohio, which markets a 
total of 16,350 barrels per day of 
petrochemicals worldwide. 

 
Approximately 93% of gasoline pro-
duced at the Sarnia refinery is sold 
through secured distribution chan-
nels. The remainder is sold to whole-
sale commercial and industrial ac-



counts in Ontario and Quebec.  
 
Sunoco is proud to announce con-
tinuation of its sponsorship program 
of selective Ontario car Clubs for 
2001. There are several promotional 
items that will be sent out to our 
member clubs including some cou-
pons for Sunoco gas, Toronto Inter-
national Autoshow coupons, win-
dow clings, etc. 
 
In addition to the promotional 
items Sunoco has introduced 
plans to host the first Annual Sun-
oco Ultra 94 Celebration of the 
Automobile at Mosport Park, 
June 30-July 1st, 2000. We should 
be receiving further details soon 
and this promises to be an awe-
some show. All member clubs and 
members are encouraged to at-
tend. NL4x4 is aware of some 
trails in the area and we are hop-
ing to be able to put together some 
evening trail rides and on site 
camping for those in attendance. 
So mark those days on your calen-
dar and let's show Sunoco how 
much we appreciate their sup-
port! Further details will be 
posted to the web site and sent out 
to member clubs, soon as they be-
come available. 
 
Thanks Sunoco… you guys kick 
“gas”! 
 
Brenda Hackett 
VP NL4x4 
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THANKS TO OUR 
CORPORATE  
HELPERS 
 
AJAX JEEP EAGLE LTD 
 
NISSAN CANADA/ 
DESPERADO MARKETING 
 
DAIMLERCHRYSLER,  
MISSISSAUGA  
 
CANUSA AUTOMOTIVE 
WAREHOUSING  
DORCHESTER 
 
CANOFFROAD.NET 
ONTARIO’S 4WD  NETWORK 
 
 
******************************** 
 
 
NORTHERN LIGHTS 4X4 
TRAILRIDERS ASSOCIATION 
 
Membership information 
Individual Membership $20 yearly, 
This includes decal. 
 
Club membership $100 yearly 
 
Associate Membership $20 yearly 
 
International Membership $25 yearly 
Includes decal 
 
Supporting/Corporate assistance is 
always welcome and appreciated. 
Please contact  l.bink@nl4x4.com 
 
For more information regarding 
NL4x4 please send email requests to: 
information@nl4x4.com or by post 
to: 
Northern Lights 4x4 Trailriders As-
sociation, PO Box 14, Ingersoll, On 
N5C 3K1 
416-444-8231 
Check our website at: 
www.nl4x4.com 
 
Web site links are provided for the 
member clubs on the NL4X4 web 
page at: NL4X4.com. Member clubs 
are asked to submit changes directly 
to the web master. Be sure to send in 
any announcements and upcoming 
events! Letters to the editor are  
always welcome. 

Editors Blurb:  
 
Oh My God it’s finished!!!!! 
As some of you know, I am not the 
most technical person on the planet. 
Wayne calls me  
“Technically Challenged” 
And, somehow, I don’t blame him one 
bit. Thanks to everyone who submitted 
articles. I hope I didn’t miss any since 
our email kinda blew up last week. 
Soooooo, I hope your logos are correct 
and your articles don’t have missing 
paragraphs!! If you are used to having 
your articles checked for spelling, 
grammar, etc., I was happy to actually 
get your article all in one area and in 
the right order. Thanks for your pa-
tience and, next time, use spellcheck!! 
 
 
Trish Groom 
Editor 
tgroom@nl4x4.com 
 

Special Thanks to our Charter  
Members 

 
Len Bink 

Bob Boland 
Andrew Breithaupt 

Chris & John Carroll  
Mark Coles 

Marlene & Rick Duval 
Paul Cranfield 
David Gough 
Al Graham 

Trish & Wayne Groom 
Brenda & Phil Hackett 

Dean Harkema  
Stephen Hary 
Henry Keith 

Sandy & Peter Langer 
Robert Maddocks 

Miriam & Derrick McClinchey 
Wes McNeil 

Dennis & Sarah Missios 
Sheryl & Phil Whyte 

Kate Ross 
Janice, Lynda & Robert Redshaw 

Rick Roberts 
Kris Schattmann 

James Seitz 
Rosemary & David Verge 

Terry Wagg 

Northern Lights 4x4 Trailriders  
Association is a member of both treadlightly!  

And 
 United FourWheel Drive 

 Association 

*************************** 


