
 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is pub-
lished by Northern Lights 4X4 
Trailriders Association, PO Box 14, 
Ingersoll, On, N5C 3K1. The com-
ments and opinions expressed 
herein are those of the contributors 
and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Association, or the Spon-
sors. You can contact us at 416-
444-8231 and leave us a message, 
we’ll get back to you. Or send us an 
email at information@nl4x4.ca  

Letters to the editor and sub-
misstions for the newsletter may be 
edited for context and space allot-
ment. Published quarterly. 

Welcome to a new “board year” 
at NL4x4. 
 
We’ve had our first Board meet-
ing since the AGM (Annual 
General Meeting) and there’s 
been a few changes in the struc-
ture of Northern Lights. We 
have a few new faces on the 
board and some of the familiar 
ones are in new positions.  
 
Wayne Groom, Co-Founder and 
President since Northern Lights 
was formed, is now in the posi-
tion of Past President replaced 
by myself.  Brenda Hackett of 
South Western Ontario 4x4, Co-
Founder and V.P/Treasurer is 
now Secretary/Treasurer with 
John Farley of Ottawa Valley 
Offroader’s taking over as the 
new Vice-President. 
 
Len Bink, with NL since day 
one, has stepped down from the 
board but thankfully he will con-
tinue his duties as Corporate Li-
aison. Doug Ball of North Hast-
ings 4wd Club has also stepped 
down but he too has offered his 
continued time and support 
whenever we need him (we’ll 
definitely be taking you up on 
that Doug). 
 
On the new faces we have 
Robert Maddocks of Central 
Ontario 4x4 and Jodi Dorman of 
South Western Ontario 4x4 who 
have jumped straight into the hot 
seats by taking on the responsi-
bilities of the newly created Re-
gional Directors positions. 
 
3 new Regional Directors 
NL is growing. Fast. We are now 
covering a larger geographical 
area and representing more 4 
wheelers than ever before. With 

designated Regional Directors 
you now have someone you 
know you can rely on to respond 
when you need help or answers. 
Someone who is local and who 
understands the issues specific to 
your area.  A person to keep you 
up to date on the latest news and 
events or to call when you have a 
problem or concern.  
 
Your Regional Director will be 
contacting your club very shortly 
(if they haven’t already done so) 
to introduce themselves and ex-
plain their responsibilities. I urge 
all members to make use of the 
Regional Directors. They are 
there for you. They will come to 
your club meetings, explain 
Northern Lights programs, an-
swer questions about land use 
issues, help you promote inter-
club events, etc.  
 
Regional Directors are as fo l-
lows:  
Eastern Region Director –  
John Farley,  
Central Region Director –  
Robert Maddocks  
Western Region Director – 
 Jodi Dorman.  
You are of course welcome, and 
encouraged, to contact any board 
member whenever you have a 
concern or question but your 
Regional Directors should be 
your first line of contact. Look 
for their reports in the Newslet-
ter starting next issue. 
 
Inter-Club events – The shape 
of  things to  come… 
Last year was a banner year inter-
club co-operation. The Superlift 
4xAdventure (3 clubs organizing 
and 9 participating) and the Un-
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der The Northern Lights 4x4 Challenge 
(2 clubs organizing and at least 4 clubs 
I know of participating) showed just 
how successful, and how much fun, 
inter-club events can be. Al Graham, 
President of North Hastings even pre-
sented Northern Lights with the sur-
plus from the event - $416.00 – to add 
to the NL kitty. Thanks much Al, every 
penny goes back to the members. 
 
We’ll be posting a 2002 inter-club 
events calendar on the NL4x4 website 
(www.nl4x4.ca) shortly. So far here’s 
what we know: Superlift is on again, 
North Hastings is doing the Under the 
Northern Lights 4x4 challenge again, 
New Frontiers has something in the 
works and O.R.A. may open up their 
Rockcrawling Championship next year. 
If every member club put on one 
showcase event each year we’d have 
every weekend full of fantastic events. 
If you or your club is interested in put-
ting on an inter-club, open showcase 
event, contact your Regional Director. 
They can help co-ordinate trophies, 
help from other clubs, insurance, etc. 
Again, that’s what they’re there for, 
make use of them. 
 
Superlift 4xAdventure 2002… 
It’s official… the Superlift 4xAdven-
ture will be back in Minden again this 
year, again at South Lake Trailer park 
and on the same weekend, August 
16/17/18. (Fri/Sat/Sun). We’re work-
ing on adding some new trails and with 
a little luck we may have a hillclimb 
competition to add to the events (no 
promises yet, we have the location but 
there’s a lot of work to do). 
 
Registration info will be up on the 
Northern Lights website shortly for 
those who really like to book early. 
Forms and Payment can be sent di-
rectly to Northern Lights this year in 
Canadian dollars. No need to mail to 
the US.  
 
This event is not only a heck of a lot of 
fun, it is a showcase event that dis-
proves some commonly held miscon-
ceptions that offroaders are nothing 
more that destructive teenagers in 
pickup trucks damaging the environ-
ment. We’ve all faced this stereotype at 
one time or another when dealing with 

locals and government agencies. With 
your help and the help of media friends 
like Paul Fleet of the Toronto Star and 
Jerry Grozelle of the Minden Times, it’s 
something we’re changing. If you want 
to see more positive stories about off-
roading please write, phone or email the 
editors of these newspapers and tell 
them you loved Paul and Jerry’s articles 
and that you want to see more. Reader 
response is one of the main ways news-
papers decide which stories to cover. 
 
There will also be a special award and 
prize to the Member Club with the 
highest percentage of members at Su-
perlift 4xAdventure either as paid par-
ticipants or trail leaders, tail gunners, 
etc.  If you can only make it to one ma-
jor event this year make it this one…it’s 
very high profile and politicians take 
notice of large powerful groups more 
that small ones….so please, mark your 
club calendars now for Aug 16/17/18.   
 
NL4x4 News Mailing List…  
A few months ago we created a NL4x4 
News List on our server and we cur-
rently have just over 400 subscribers. 
This is a one way list for announce-
ments only. As a subscriber you can 
expect anywhere from 2 to 6/7 short 
emails per month designed to keep you 
informed on inter-club events, breaking 
stories, legislation, etc., relating to 
Northern Lights, it’s members clubs 
and off-roading in general. Most emails 
will have links to more detailed infor-
mation. You won’t get spammed and 
no-one can reply to the list, if they do 
the server will ignore it. You just get 
short notices with timely information 
and links to more details.I strongly urge 
everyone to subscribe to the list. It’s the 
easiest way to keep up on what’s going 
on. To subscribe go to the Northern 
Lights website go to  www.nl4x4.ca and 
click on the “Mailing Lists” button then 
follow the directions. It’s truly the easi-
est way to stay informed. 
 
W h a t ’ s  c o m i n g  u p … 
There’s a few things we’re working on 
at the moment including land access 
issues, pending legislation and a dis-
counts program for NL4x4 members. 
We’ll keep you informed via the news 
list, through your regional directors and 
in the printed newsletters, of these sto-

ries as they unfold. Obviously since the 
newsletter is only quarterly those sub-
scribed to the news list will get the in-
formation much sooner. 
 
O l d  H a b i t s  D i e  H a r d … 
We have much work ahead of us in the 
year to come. Primarily, we need to 
change the public’s perception of what 
we do. There are many who believe us 
to be nothing more than obnoxious, 
destructive individuals with little or no 
regard for the environment. Some of 
our opponents even fanatically believe 
that the simple act of driving down a 
logging or fire access road is destruc-
tive to the environment. 
We know better. We know that most 
offroader’s love nature and love to be 
in the backcountry just as much as hik-
ers and cyclists. We don’t want to de-
stroy nature we want to enjoy it. We 
don’t want to cut down the forests, 
pollute the lakes or cut new trails all 
over Northern Ontario. We just choose 
to access these wonderful natural re-
sources of ours in a different manner; 
by 4x4 on existing roads and trails. 
The sad reality is that there are many 
tens of thousands of people who 
couldn’t access the backcountry any 
other way. The elderly (whose numbers 
are growing daily), the very young and 
those with physical disabilities are an 
obvious example. Should they be de-
nied the right to camp at a beautiful 
clear lake deep in the bush simply be-
cause they can’t hike, ride a bicycle or 
ride a horse 20+ km into the bush? Of 
course not. Luckily most of us are not 
very old, very young or disabled. But 
that still doesn’t mean we can hike 20+ 
km into the bush with our camping 
gear on our backs. I know I certainly 
can’t.  
 
It’s hard to change stereotypes. It’s 
hard to get people to change their 
minds. Especially when there’s no 
benefit for them to do so. First we 
have to get them to listen. That’s why 
it’s so important that we make sure that 
every time we venture off road we act 
in a way that doesn’t re-enforce the 
negative stereotypes. 
 
It means believing that “Tread Lightly” 
isn’t just a sticker you put on your  

Continued on page 3 
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Remember those days in 
the early fall when we would 
peer thru the fences of the 
Motor City manufacturers to 
get a glimpse of those new 
models; every year there 
were big changes, size 
shape and colours…and oh 
how we would all flock to the 
showrooms on their ‘Big 
Nite’…to touch and if we 
were lucky, even sit in and 
smell those new models. 
The dealer and the manu-
facturer were in the drivers 
seat, Then, the manufac-
turer totally designed and 
built everything and a small 
handful of parts suppliers 
took orders for insignificant 
parts. 
 
That has all changed to-day. 
The industry is constantly 
changing, but it’s mainly in 
the technology field that we 
see these significant up-
grades. Those parts suppli-
ers are no longer passive 
but are playing key roles in 
creating what we drive and 
are major partners in a 
global economy. 
O.E.M engines are now be-
ing designed and out-
sourced…we see the mighty 
GM buying power plants 
from Japanese sources and 
likewise American compa-
nies are shipping engines to 
worldwide ‘competitive’ 
plants. Even our own Magna 
Corporation is building the 
complete Chrysler Cara-
vans, Jeep Cherokees and 
the ML models of Mercedes 
in their Austrian facilities. 
The new Chrysler Crossfire 
will be totally outsourced 
and built in a European 
competitors plant. All for the 
sake of technology, price 
and quality. 
 
 
 
 

This year’s North American 
International Auto Show 
(Cobo Center, Detroit, MI 
(248) 643-0250), Jan. 6-21st 
will feature many of these 
companies that will become 
front and centre in what we 
will all drive in the future. 

 
The Rumor Mill & LADA 
 
Since GM took over Daewoo 
last month, Lada vehicles 
could return to our part of 
the world with a Korean 
badge. The only certainty is 
that the new Niva will be 
manufactured by AutoVAZ 
in their refurbished plant, 
southeast of Moscow, in 
Togliatti. 
 

A Good Looking Machine. 
 
But GM is still looking at 
other possibilities. They 
have a tie-in with Fiat and 
since the Italian builder has 
cancelled their agreement 
with Mitsubishi for their own 
SUV and the fact that GM 
supplies the powertrain for 
the Lada SUV, a Fiat name 
plate could still be a reality…
only time will tell… 
 
Len Bink 
(905) 826-8233 
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truck. It’s a way of doing things. 
Which isn’t to say that no one 
should ever be able to tell you’d 
driven down the trail. It just 
means to act responsibly and with 
common sense. Avoid damaging 
trails whenever possible, winch 
sooner rather than later, use a tree 
saver and when you see someone 
else acting irresponsibly…tell 
them to stop. 
 
This is the only way to get our 
opponents to listen, and unless 
they’re listening they can’t get the 
real message. I know I speak for 
the entire NL4x4 organization 
when I say we are all working 
hard to protect and promote this 
sport because we all believe it’s 
something worth fighting for. 
With your help we can win this 
fight. Without your help we don’t 
stand a chance. 
 
On a personal note… 
I am very proud to have been 
chosen as President to lead 
Northern Lights into what I know 
is a promising future. There are 
quite a few new programs I want 
to institute this year. Regional Di-
rectors, suggested by Wayne last 
year, is one such example. We 
have a hard working Board of 
dedicated individuals and a hand-
ful of volunteers who are willing 
to do just about anything we ask 
of them. I know we’ll be able to 
get many important programs in 
place this year. 
 
I hope to get to some of our 
member club meetings over the 
next few months and at the very 
least, speak to all the Presidents 
on the phone.  I look forward to 
meeting many of you in the near 
future at off-road events as well. 
If you see a big black YJ (license 
ROCKCRWL) with red gas cans 
behind the front wheels please 
come up and say hello. 
 
Again, please subscribe to the 
News List at www.nl4x4.ca - 
you’ll be glad you did. 
                            
Rick Duval - President 

Northern Lights 



Averaging 8 
to 12 vehi-
cles per out-
ing, The 
Eastern On-
tario Trail-
Blazers 
(EOTB) con-
tinued run-
ning all summer and fall with trail 
runs most every weekend in different 
locations, featuring both rock and 
mud terrain.  The Club ran several 
multi club events, and continued its 
“New Offroaders Program”, bringing 
some new people into the sport, one 
of the primary objectives of the Club.  
The look on their faces after complet-
ing an obstacle is always a highlight – 
not to mention their smiles and “did I 
really do that?” 
 
In an effort to find new trails, a hand-
ful of EOTB members spent the 
summer using topo maps and GPS 
units, but after many hours of driv-
ing, the results were sometimes less 

than encouraging, especially when 
finding out a promising area was pri-
vately owned.  So, one of the mem-
bers developed a computerized map-
ping system with overlays of land 
ownership and topo maps combined 
with GPS systems to give real time 
indication of whether where you are 
is private or public land.  This was 
done using a laptop hooked to a 
GPS, with the laptop strapped in with 
a seatbelt in the co-pilots seat.  This 
method has proven to be much more 
efficient, in that interesting areas 
identified on topo maps can be com-
pared to the land registry maps to 
focus on crown land that has poten-
tial.  Christopher Evan Columbus 
was last seen heading up the Pole 
Line. 
 
The Club is about to start its winter 
offroading season in eastern Ontario 
but before that, on Dec 1, EOTB 
invited members of other local clubs 
to the third “Couples Run” this year - 
with dinner at a restaurant followed 

by a night run down the Carp trail. 
 
In the fall, executives of OVO and 
OJC joined EOTB execs at a planning 
meeting put on by the United Counties 
of Prescott-Russell.  The Counties are 
intending to zone the Larose forest 
into land uses, including offroading.  A 
report is expected from the govern-
ment this fall.  EOTB would like to 
thank OJC and OVO for their support. 
 
EOTB would like to invite members of 
the Northern Lights Clubs to join us 
on our winter runs, including some at 
night.  If you would like to receive in-
formation on winter runs at EOTB, or 
receive regular emails about EOTB 
Club events, please contact the Club’s 
new president, Harold Kohn, at 
tbird@aei.ca 
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Though it is rough to constantly hear-
ing about the sad events of Septem-
ber 11th, one thing that I have 
learned from all of this is that I love 
our Club! ORA is all about having 
fun with friends, family and enjoying 
our sport. One never knows when 
their time will be up. We owe it to 
ourselves to make the best of the 
time we have. I choose ORA as a way 
to make the best of my time! 
 
With this in mind, we are adding 2 
positions to our Board of Directors. 
Our goal is to free up the time of our 
current board to perfect what we cur-
rently do. This should allow us the 
ability to fine-tune the things we have 
been coming up short on. We are 
adding a Run Coordinator and a Web 

Master. Our current Event Coordina-
tor, (Robert Adams) has been orga-
nizing runs as well as our larger 
events. This is proving to be quite a 
chore. Robert has done an awesome 
job with our Rockcrawl, Trailfest, 
Show&Shine and Rocktoberfest over 
the past years. The current B.O.D. 
has all agreed that he should continue 
to focus on these, making them big-
ger and better than ever! Our new 
Run coordinator will be in charge of 
organizing and notifying the member-
ship of our monthly runs. Our Web 
Master will now be more than just the 
next guy who has some free time to 
work on our site. Both of these posi-
tions will be filled at our general elec-
tion held the day of our Holiday Party 
in December. 
 
Our 3rd annual Rocktoberfest was 
another huge success! This event is 
one-day event focusing on a rally and 
an Octoberfest traditional meal in-
cluded. The rally is made up of 2 
parts. First a wild goose chase event 
with a map and questions that take 
you to all ends of our favorite play 

ground in Chertsey. Secondly, 5 ro-
deo type events in Al's Corral. Rodeo 
events ranged from "Cosmo Paint 
Ball" (Ask OJC about COSMO!) to 
"The Cable Guy". "The Cable guy" - 
picture a river, a winch cable attached 
to a tree on the other side, a snatch 
block attached to a harness you are 
strapped in to, and a tin can on a 
string to fill up with water hanging 
over the river - now get back to land 
to fill a bucket.... oh - the can has a 
hole in it - good luck! 
 
Ask OJC about who won the inter-
club paint ball tourney between OJC 
and ORA!  
 
With our last big event behind us, 
and the holiday party just around the 
corner, we are looking forward to 
having a great 2002. We are hoping to 
have more inter-club events and that 
our new B.O.D. members will help us 
keep growing this club in the right 
direction. 
 
Rob Mills  
President Off Roaders Anonymous  

EASTERN ONTARIO TRAIL BLAZERS  



Welcome to our new year.  
Our Board of Directors has also 
undergone changes as did 
Northern Lights. Wes McNeil is 
the new President and Elizabeth 
Allen is the new Vice-President. 
We have 2 people that are new 
to the Board, including Eliza-
beth, so welcome to Norm 
Tomlins. 
We are all thrilled that Robert 
Maddocks was elected to the NL 
Board as he brings not only 
many years of off-roading ex-
perience, but Board of Director 
experience as well. 
Central hosted the 28th Annual 
Swampswimmer Rally on Oct 
13th and had a successful event. 

The Rally is a time/distance/
speed rally with penalties for 
lateness as well as being early. 
With almost 40 trucks entering 
the rally and 47 individual help-
ers to make it all happen, the 
event seemed to go well. The 
top 3 vehicles were : 
3: Alex Medeot/Brian Spence 
Penalty time 0:03:05 
2: Mark Mallalieu/John Bain 
Penalty time 0:01:36 
1: Terry Wagg/Shayna Reid 
Penalty time 0:01:08 
These penalty times were after a 
7 1/2 hour rally!! And yes, that 
does say 1 minute, 8 seconds. 
Please mark you calendars for 
October 5 & 6th, 2002 for 

Swampswimmer 29 to be held in 
Bobcaygeon. This event is open to all 
who wish to participate—whether 
it’s competing or helping!! 
Central is also thrilled to be able to 
find an organizer for Snowball Rally, 
scheduled for the end of March, 
2002. This is a fun rally where there 
are no calculations, just wacky check-
point games and silly questions to 
answer along the route. It really is a 
blast, so watch the central website 
co4x4.com for more information and 
date. You can also contact the organ-
izer, Barb Wilkins at  
co4x4_snowball_rally@hotmail.com 
                               
                Trish Groom , Director 

UNDER THE NORTHERN LIGHTS—update and thanks from N.H. 

you. Thank you to all the 
folks who came and helped 
out with marshalling, meas-
uring and whatever else 
came up. I would also like 
to recongiza the efforts 
above and beyond the call 
of duty of a few club mem-
bers. You know who you 
are Mike Williams and 
Daryl Deleya so I won’t 
embarrass you be mention-
ing your names. Last, but 
certainly not least, a huge 
thank you to Al Graham 
(our fearless leader) who 
went way, way beyond the 
call of duty to make the 
event happen. Your persis-
tance and drive (not driv-
ing, or rolling your 
truck…...again) is an inspi-
ration to us all. 
 
On that note, we are al-
ready making changes and 
improvements to the 
course for next year. (Relax 
Al, we’ve got a year) 
 
 

Oooops, almost forgot one 
“Thank you”. This one is 
for all the competitors who 
came out and for all of their 
families and friends who 
came out to cheer them on. 
 
All of the feedback I have 
heard has been very posi-
tive, so we will be doing this 
event again next year. Hope 
to see you all there!! Stay 
tuned for details on a final 
date, etc. 
 
 
 
Happy Trails 
Doug Ball 
Vice-President 
N.H.4.W.D.C. 
 
 

It’s hard to believe that there 
is nearly another season of 
wheelin’ behind us and time 
to close the books on another 
year. I am sure you are read-
ing about the new additions 
to the Northern Lights Board 
of Directors elsewhere in the 
newsletter, so congratulations 
to the new crew. 
On a personal note, I am not 
on the N.L. board as of this 
year however, I will be stay-
ing in touch and working as 
our club liaison to the asso-
ciation (you can’t get rid of 
me that easily!) 
The dust from “Under the 
Northern Lights” has finally 
settled (a lot of dust, very d ry 
you know) and after all the 
bills were paid, $416 was 
raised and doncated to 
Northen Lights. I would like 
to take this opportunity to 
congratulate all of the win-
ners and also to say some 
“thank you’s” 
First of all, thank you to C.O. 
4X4 for co-hosting; we 
couldn’t have done it without 

CENTRAL’S YEAR OF CHANGE 
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Well, as this year draws to a close 
and winter is fast approaching, our 
thoughts turn from trails to repairs 
and modifications. Maybe you want 
to experiment with that great sus-
pension lift you saw on a buddies 
rig, maybe you just want to do some 
much needed maintenance and re-
place some old tired U-joints, seals 
and bearings. Maybe your winter 
plans include a more aggressive pro-
ject like a frame off or rebuild. Or 
maybe you’re just planning to pack 
it in for the winter, relax and catch 
up on your sleep. Whatever you do, 
or plan to do, keep in mind that it 
won’t be very much longer before 
the long, hazy days of summer re-
turn and the trails will dry up 
enough to allow enviro-conscious 
trailriding again for another year.  
 
In addition to your trail events con-
sider hosting an event and inviting 
other clubs in your area. It doesn’t 
have to be a challenging day on the 
trails, it can be nothing more than a 
campout or BBQ. Look into com-
munity projects that can use a help-
ing hand, pick a needy charity and 
host a carwash or truck show and 
donate your proceeds. Go out and 
clean up a trail, or a river bank or 
adopt a mile of highway that is in 
need of attention… but DO some-
thing. It’s not only good for all four 
wheelers to be seen in a positive 
light, but helps build credibility for 
your club. There are lots of service 
clubs that can use the expertise, 
equipment and help of a four wheel 
drive group. Check out your local 
REACT and sign up if you are able. 
Give back to your community, who 
knows you might even have some 
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Terra Nova Off-Road Association  
 
 This article is just to let everyone 
know that Terra Nova Off-Road 
Association is formally disbanding.  
The club has however found a new 
sponsor and is currently in the proc-
ess of starting a new club that 
should be up and running by the 
time this article goes to press.  Some 
members will be joining the new 
organization when it is established.  
The new organization will be in a 
stronger position to grow and hopes 
to organize more new events 
throughout the year as well as those 
held in the past.  A governing body 
will be put together as well as an 
executive committee.  The club 
hopes to incorporate as a not for 
profit organization and join North-
ern Lights as soon as the executive 
are selected.  Further information 
will hopefully be posted in the next 
newsletter. 
 
 On behalf of Terra Nova, I would 
like to thank Northern Lights and 
it's members for their support over 
the last two years. 
 
  I personally would like to thank all 
the members and sponsors of Terra 
Nova Off-Road Association for 
their help and support over the 
years. I couldn't have done it with-
out you. I have met many new peo-
ple and made many friends over the 
past few years.  These are bonds that 
will last forever.  I would also like to 
give a very special thanks to our 
sponsor shop, "TNT".  Without 
you, the last few years would not 
have been the same. 
   
"SKI" Club President 

fun along the way.  
 
SWO4x4 is planning a charity car 
wash next year complete with live 
band, truck show and prizes and as 
soon as we can get our details 
ironed out the information will be 
sent in to the NL4x4 news server. I 
hope you can all make it out. We 
will also be offering our annual 
“Venturing Off Road” four wheel 
drive seminar in the New Year and 
all are welcome to attend. Details 
will follow. 
 
In the meantime, have a safe, 
healthy and happy Holiday Season 
and we’ll see you on the trails next 
year. Play safe! 
 
Paul Hodges 
President, SWO4x4 
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                    Northern Lights 

As the Northern Lights 4x4 Trailriders 
Association enters its fourth year things 
have never looked better for the organi-
zation. As of drop of the gavel of the 
last Annual General Meeting 
(November 4) we have 16 member 
clubs across the province and a healthy 
financial position.  
 
Two new faces joined the Board and a 
new President and Vice-President have 
been elected. Rick has made many con-
tributions to the growth of Northern 
Lights and organized four wheeling in 
general. I know that through his dedica-
tion and resolve that our momentum 
will continue. John Farley, assuming the 
role of Vice President, brings many 
years of Board experience with the Ot-
tawa Valley Off-Roaders as well as be-
ginning his third year as a NL Board 
member. John has done a great job over 
the past couple of years building rela-
tionships with clubs in the eastern part 
of the province and Quebec and the 
fact that he has just been re-elected to 
the Board means that we can look for-
ward to his input over the next couple 
of years. 
 
Apart from four-wheeling one of my 

interests is Amateur Radio. The main 
source of revenue for the Club that I 
am involved in is an Amateur Radio 
Flea market (or Hamfest) that is held 
annually. For the last five years my con-
tribution to the effort is to help coordi-
nate parking. This essentially involves 
arriving at about 4:30 – 5:00 am in the 
morning and setting up so that when 
the vendors arrive there is some order 
around the chaos of unloading their 
wares and to ensure that when the 
“customers” arrive they park in an or-
derly fashion etc. Not a big deal but it 
makes for a long day. This year, at the 
Club meeting following the event, the 
organizer gave all those who came out a 
coffee mug that said “YRARC HAM-
FEST 2001, Volunteers are Important!” 
A small thing, but a reminder to me that 
it is very easy to forget all those who 
put time and energy in during the for-
mation and first year of Northern 
Lights. 
 
I think that this would be a good time 
to once again thank those folks who 
participated in the formation committee 
of Northern Lights and spent hours, 
not only in meetings, but in travelling 
time as well coming into Toronto from 

We have also been supporting the use 
of existing trails for off-road vehicles in 
the Living Legacy program and will 
continue these efforts with NL4x4.  
At our October meeting, discussion 
centred on the development of an off-
road event going from Whitby to the 
North Bay/Matawa area, with some 
obvious ON-road portions involved. 
Volunteers were invited to assist over 
the winter months to identify a suitable 
combination of trails from the south to 
the near north so that an April event 
could be developed. 
 
The LRAA meets on the last Tuesday 
of every month at the Epicure Cafe, 512 
Queen Street West just East of 
Bathurst. Members are encouraged to 
be active and you get what you put in! 
 
www.landroveradventure.com 
 
Ted Matthews & Myron Scraba 

London, Ingersoll and the Belleville 
area, sometimes twice a month, for our 
meetings. These folks were; John Car-
roll, Brenda Hackett, David Gough, 
Kris Schattmann, Dean Harkema, 
and Len Bink with participation from 
Chris Carroll, Trish Groom and Phil 
Hackett and Wes McNeil. 
 
The first Board was made up of 5 mem-
bers and consisted of Brenda Hackett, 
John Carroll, Len Bink, Kris Schatt-
mann and myself. 
 
To all of these people a heartfelt thanks 
for your time, efforts and devotion. 
You have truly created an organization 
to be proud of.  
 
I must also thank our two first Clubs, 
The North Hastings Four-Wheel Club 
and the Central Ontario Four Wheel 
Drive Club. Without your support this 
would not have happened. 
 
As we look down the trail there no 
doubt will be obstacles, but the chal-
lenge is what off-roading is all about. 
 
                              Wayne Groom 

The 2001 sea-
son for the 
LAND 
ROVER  
ADVENTURE 
ASSOCIA-
TION (LRAA) 
was extremely 
active that 
started in April 
and will continue into December with 
the warmer weather. Throughout the 
season we usually had two trips a 
month in the Minden or Bobcayeon 
area, plus a few practice days in the lo-
cal vicinity. We have had as many as 23 
trucks on a trail and as few as 2, other 
vehicle makes have join us on our trips 
that makes for all round enjoyable ca-
maraderie. It was an excellent year with 
the dry hot summer to explore the trails 
and get further, it was pleasant to start a 
trail and finish at the other end, instead 
of the usually dead end we so often face 
with a deep swamp or dam.  
 
The season finishes with our major 

event the annual picnic weekend in   
October, replete with RTV (Road Tax 
Vehicle – obstacle course) and CHAL-
LENGE courses on specially prepared 
facilities, just north of the Jungle Cat 
World facility, our weekend hosts. The 
course stuff was followed the next day 
by a pleasant off-road foray in the Bob-
caygeon area, with 23 trucks on the trail 
and only minor delays. The whole 
weekend was a blast, with some good 
fellowship, some good off-roading and 
more than $1000 going to the Jungle 
Cat World's ENDANGERED SPE-
CIES FUND. 
 
Some LRAA members also participated 
with Border-to-Border expeditions to 
Newfoundland, James Bay and other 
destinations within North America. 
www.bordertoborder.com 
 
In October, a number of our members 
participated in the cleanup at 'Baldy', 
dragging some of those burned-out 
wrecks to the main roadside for scrap 
pick-up. 

Past, Present & Future 
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Article Submitted by: 
Steve Seppala 
Jeep Kings 
 
 
It gets started: 
 
I was reading our local paper "Whitby 
This Week" sometime in August when 
I saw an article on problems out at 
Test Hill. This is the area we know as 
Raglan, or 
Old Baldy, or Mosport. Everyone calls 
it something different. The actual 
name of the area is known as Test Hill 
and is the area north of Boundary 
Road on the Murphy Road Extension. 
This has been a hot spot due to recent 
events in the area including 2 deaths 
in the spring as a result of a bike colli-
sion, numerous drug busts, abandoned 
cars etc. The residents and local politi-
cians created a task 
force to look into the matter. There 
was even possible threats of closing 
the area off to traffic. The only prob-
lem they had was that a lot of the area 
is privately owned, some areas by peo-
ple who live in Europe and do not 
know they 
own the land. 
 
Seeing an opportunity to help out, I 
contacted the Mayor of Scugog in Port 
Perry, who then directed my call to 
Larry Posthill, Director of Public 
Works, Scugog Township. Represent-
ing two groups, The JeepKings, and 
members of rec.automakers.
jeep+willys newsgroup, I approached 
Larry with an offer to help them clean 
up the area. There was too much press 
that was painting a bad picture 
about offroaders in general. Knowing 
the situation up there, I had to do 
something and what better way then 
to offer to help the task force clean the 
area. (Besides, the problems were not 
the offroaders in general, but individu-
als 
responsible for stealing cars, renegade 
dirt bikers, and members of the gen-
eral public who were illegally dump-
ing. Mind you, there is the odd of-
froader throwing token garbage out, 
but the majority of the Jeeps, Suzukis 
or other recreational offroaders are not 
responsible for the huge amounts of 
waste found it that area.) The Town-
ship was quote "tickled pink" that we 
would offer our assistance in cleaning 
up the area. The Township really did 
not have the time, money and equip-
ment to take on such an undertaking. 

Now that the wheels were in motion, I 
set up a call to arms on the JeepKings 
message board looking for help to 
clean up the area. As well, one of my 
good friends, Mike Romain helped me 
on the rec.automakers.jeep+willys 
newsgroup front. The target date was 
set for Sept 29th for the initial trial 
clean-up. 
 
Over the next several weeks, we were 
recruiting for the clean-up, and got 
many volunteers lined up from the 
JeepKings 4X4 Club, some folks from 
the newsgroup, 
as well as Land Rover Canada and 
Jeep College. Mike was instrumental 
in landing Land Rover Canada as 
these folks support initiatives such as 
the one we were 
about to embark on. As well, we had 
support from Home Hardware with 
donations of garbage bags and work 
gloves. Jamie at National 4X4 also 
offered work gloves as well. 
 
As Sept 29th approached, the clean-up 
had to be delayed due to the Town-
ships inability to notify local residents 
and local media about the clean-up in 
time. 
The project was given a green light by 
local council and $15,000 was alloted 
for the clean-up. This allowed for 
pick-up and dumping fees. The initial 
clean-up was then set for Saturday Oct 
13th. 
 
Oct 13th - Trial begins: 
 
We all met at the Murphy Road - 
Boundary Road junction at 0900hrs. 
Larry Postill, Director Scugog Works 
Dept, along with the Scugog Fire Dept 
set out the 
plans for the day including a safety 
talk. Since this was the trial run, we 
wanted to see if this was going to 
work. Included in the clean-up crew 
were some members of the JeepKings 
4X4 club, some folks from the 
RAMJ+W news group, some Land 
Rover folks, a photographer from the 
Land Rover Canada publication, local 
residents, and the local media. There 
was approx 20 trucks there, with a 
total of approx 30 volunteers. Our 
goal was to clean up Boundary Road 
from Hwy 57 to Manvers- Scugog 
Road to the east. We set out in three 
groups. The first group was assigned 
Murphy Road east to Manvers-Scugog 
Road, the second Murphy Road to 
Avery, and the third from Avery to 

Hwy 57. The local media photographer 
went with me to find something big. We 
found an old abandoned 18ft fiberglass 
boat. We hooked up a winch to it and  
inched it out of the bush. This was our  
photo op". The photographer then ac-
companied Don Rayner (Spike) from 
JeepKings for some other photo oppor-
tunities while they dragged the boat to 
the staging area. 
 
After that, we continued the clean-up. 
Two staging areas were set up on 
Boundary Road. One at Hwy 57 and 
the other at Murphy Road. These were 
the "dump spots" 
and there were sections set out for scrap 
metal, another for tires, and one for gen-
eral garbage. We continued the clean-up 
until approx  1330hrs. We took a look 
at what we did for the day and were 
quite surprised. We took out a lot of 
garbage. Included in the haul was a 
boat, wooden doors and windows, 
approx 200 tires, a typewriter, desk, 
wheels, about 1000 shotgun shells, hun-
dreds of beer bottles, cans, and general 
garbage. It was a successful day. We 
cleaned the entire stretch of Boundary 
Road from Hwy 57 to Manvers-Scugog 
Road. It never 
looked so clean. 
 
The Township was to bring in Tandems 
and Loaders to collect the garbage for 
dumping later in the week. We all had 
some sandwiches and drinks, and re-
flected on the day. We all agreed to 
come back the following Saturday. 
During our clean-up several locals and 
motorbikers even stopped and yelled at 
as and took our license plate numbers as 
they thought we were dumping until 
they found out what we were doing. 
After that it was handshakes or offers of 
coffee. 
 
Oct 20 - Stage two: The Trails 
 
We all met again at the same spot as the 
week before. Again, Larry gave his 
speech and welcomed back those who 
had been there last week, and some 
newcomers. Larry mentioned that the 
Mayor took a drive along Boundary 
Road, and commented 
that he never had seen it so clean in 
years. He was extremely pleased with 
the progress. 
 
 
The task this week was to do the trails 
north from Boundary Road to about the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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1Km mark. We were concentrating only 
on the trails between Avery Road and 
Manvers-Scugog Road. Again, we were 
finding all kinds of garbage. Car parts, 
old oil cans, bottles, shingles, tires etc. I 
have to say, I was finding car parts 
well into the bush from where the cars 
was located. Seems these cars were liter-
ally blown up. We were again taking this 
stuff to the staging area at Murphy Road. 
The Township had not been in to pick up 
the garbage from the week before so the 
piles were getting pretty big. At one 
point, we attempted to pull an old car out 
with our Jeeps but that was a failed at-
tempt. We did not have the power or the 
weight to get it moving and keep it mov-
ing. We had moved the car only about 50 
ft. then we abandoned it. While we were 
doing our clean-up, one of the local guys 
had this full size 4X4 GMC 1/2 ton 
pickup. Well, he went into the area and 
was picking off some abandoned cars 
near the mud pit area. He was dragging 
these out like pull toys. In total that day, 
I think we took out 3 cars, maybe 4. At 
one point, I headed into a trail I had not 
gone down before. About 100 metres in 
from the staging area I found a huge tire 
dump. This looked like someone came in 
with a large truck and just dumped the 
tires. There was approx 50 tires of all 
sorts. We hauled these out in quick time. 
We spent from 0900hrs to about 1400 hrs 
cleaning. We all tired, dirty and hungry, 
but felt we did an excellent days work. 
The success of the day set up for one 
more run on Oct 27th. 
 
Oct 27 - Stage Three: Finish to an Excel-
lent Beginning 
 
Saturday Oct 27th was the last kick at the 
can. When our group arrived at 0900 hrs, 
we noticed that the Township had been 
in and picked up the garbage. Larry had 
to chuckle as his guys were not expecting 
the amount of stuff they saw. He said 
something about hearing a comment 
over the radio indicating utter surprise. 
Anyhow, Larry mentioned that we were 
instrumental in taking out 22 tonnes of 
garbage not including the 3 cars, the boat 
and about 300 tires in just 2 weeks. Also, 
we got the attention of the Kawartha 
Conservation Authority. They want to 
get involved in the 2 stage of the clean-up 
next spring. Larry also mentioned that 
some of the evidence we were taking out 
was responsible for the legal action 
against at least 4 individuals. Fines carry 
a maximum fine of $5000.00. 
Myself, found a bag full of garbage 
dumped with address labels still attached 
to magazines. Smart!! As well, we were 

able to collect 4 sets of license plates to 
identify some of the vehicles in the 
area. 
 
After our debrief, we set out to tackle 
the rest of the Test Hill area. Several 
large Land Rovers, some large 4X4 
pickups, a large front end loader and 
several Jeeps were tasked with remov-
ing the last of the cars...at least the ones 
we could find. In total, 5 more vehicles 
were removed from the area including 
the one we attempted last week. The 
Loader had taken two vehicles out a 
one time. Our main goal though was to 
remove an old min-van that a local 
councillor got his picture taken with. 
We got it. No problem. Now if he 
comes back, he can see the efforts we 
put forth. 
A lot of us gathered general garbage, 
while some others were getting other 
big stuff such a freezers, tires, and car 
parts. I dragged a rear end of a buried 
vehicle out after stripping to it and giv-
ing a good tug. The rest of the car 
remained buried and the Land Rover 
guys tried to get the rest of it. I believe 
that was the only thing we had to aban-
don. It was buried too deep. We 
worked to about 1400hrs at which time 
Larry got us together to give us a big 
thanks from the Township. In total for 
this day, we estimated another 10-12 
tonnes of garbage, another 200-250 
tires, 5 cars, some freezers, and a lot of 
scrap metal. 
 
The next step is to get together in the 
spring and do another clean-up and 
activate an "Adopt-a-Trail" program for 
which the groups involved will be men-
tioned on the signs. Similar to "Adopt-
A-Road", the Township thinks this will 
be a good start to maintaining the trails. 
There is talk of making the area into a 
Conservation area, or something simi-
lar but there is a lot of work to do yet 
because of the ownership issues. This 
could take years, or longer. 
 
After many of the folks went home, 
about 8 of us headed into one of our 
favourite barbeque spots to have lunch 
of steaks, escargot, french garlic bread, 
and salads and to reflect on the last few 
weekends. Well, seems someone used 
our area as a dump spot as well. Myself 
and Mike Romain hauled the rest of 
that garbage out after lunch. I strapped 
14 tires behind my Jeep on the first trip, 
and the return trip I strapped out a mat-
tress. 
 
 

Northern Lights 

Reflection - Personal views  
 
After gathering all that garbage, we 
came to the conclusion that most of 
that stuff we hauled out was the result 
of area residents not wanting to take 
the effort or the minimal expense of 
dumping this stuff at the local waste 
disposal sites. It seemed easier for 
them to go into the bush and dump 
this stuff. I was so tempted sometimes 
just to take the stuff and dump it in 
their yards. It was quite clear this was 
not the acts of offroaders, but of sick 
individuals that have no care for the 
environment. 
Our efforts wanted to send a clear 
message to the local residents. We 
care!! Simple as that. There was com-
ments made by an individual who 
lived in the area that noted us like 
"teenagers trying to clean their room". 
His letter was very  negative and tried 
to place blame on us. He not once 
offered to help himself, so his letter 
basically carried no weigh with the 
other residents or local politicians. He 
really did not have a clue as to what 
the real problem is. 
If the politicians want to limit access 
to the area as it was suggested in the 
paper, then our group, and others like 
us stand a better chance of helping at 
the grass roots level and provide the 
required maintenance and upkeep that 
will be needed. Only time will tell. 
Just recently, there was another acci-
dent in the area that claimed the life of 
another biker. This is one of the larg-
est problems we still have out there. 
There are still some dirtbikers that are 
careless, disrespectful, and have no 
regard for theirs or others safety. It is 
these individuals, along with the locals 
dumping that pose the real threat. But 
thats another story. 
                                                Thanks, 
                                                Steve 
 
 
 
 
Ed’s note: I would like to thank Steve for 
submitting this article. Steve and Wayne 
have had many a discussion over the last 
several months and, as the township was 
afraid to have too many people out, it was 
thought best not to involve Northern Lights 
on this first endeavor. Watch for future 
clean-ups that Northern Lights may be 
involved in and once again, thanks Steve. 
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PACKIN’ LUNCHES……. 
 
Behind every man in a 4 wheel drive 
club is a woman fighting him for the 
keys….except, in most of these cases, 
these women own their own 4x4 trucks. 
Toyotas. Ladas, Jeeps and GMCs. Some 
lifted, some not. Some with winches, 
some not. Some with large tires, some 
not. For every possible way a truck 
could be modified, you cannot tell a 
woman’s 4 wheel drive from anyone 
else’s. The women I am about to intro-
duce you to are not only participants in 
their local clubs and/or associations, 
they are Vice-Presidents, Treasurers, 
Secretaries, Past Presidents, Clothing 
Coordinators, Board of Directors mem-
bers, Newsletter Editors, and Member-
ship Coordinators. Can you call them 
the back-bone of the 4 wheeling com-
munity? I don’t know….it has never 
been tried without them. They love the 
mud and the challenge. One does not 
bode well without the other. They have 
raised their children here, on the trails, 
in the mud and at campsite. Their kids 
learned at a very young age that getting 
dirty was okay with their Mom’s. Dirty 
meant you were having fun. Dirty meant 
you were part of the family. The Four-
Wheeling Family. 
 
Let me have a few moments of your 
time to share our visions for not only 
the future, but where 4-wheeling has 
brought us. 
 
“Personally, I think he gets a kick out of 
telling people what I do for fun” writes 
Barb, of CO4X4, who roped her hus-
band into getting into four-wheeling 
long after she was involved in the sport. 
When does he get to drive one of her 2 
Jeeps off-road? When she can’t stand 
the whimpering any longer!! Karen, of 
OVO, has a totally different approach. 
They both own their own trucks so the 
only whimpering heard in that family is 
if he breaks and she breezes through. 
For myself however, after rebuilding  a 
Toyota pickup many years ago that 
wouldn’t fit the whole family (bad plan-
ning), my new plan was to own the ¾ 
ton tow vehicle. I do drive his YJ every 
once and a while, but at least he can’t go 
far without me! After conquering Trail 5 
in Tellico, in the rain (more like a tor-
nado), where you have to negotiate a 15 
point turn on a switchback, I had what 

would become known as Toyota 
wrist. That’s where you hang on so 
tight you are left with no feeling in 
your hands for about 2 days and walk 
around camp with an icepack perma-
nently attached to your arm.  
 
There are others who believe strongly 
in the sanctity of marriage. Like Nata-
lie, of ORA, who doesn’t drive 
“Baby” to ensure that a divorce won’t 
be eminent. Is she involved in her 
club? You bet.  “I go four-wheeling 
to have fun, to laugh, to be outdoors, 
to get slapped in the face with 
branches by Robert”. “Grizzly”, as 
her husband is known, is Events Co-
ordinator and, “as his better half that 
makes me the unofficial co-events 
coordinator.” 
 
Christiane, of ORA, got involved in 
four-wheeling after purchasing her 
much dreamed after Jeep TJ. “It was 
the best move I’ve ever done!!!” A l-
though they sometimes debate on 
who’s going to drive, she feels that 
the group, to her, is more like family 
and she has learned to be more re-
sourceful and gained more self-
esteem. She organized a mechanics 
101 course for her club this year and 
is planning on a more advanced 
course for 2002. Kelly, of SWO, re-
members fondly the years around 
1985 running in a 1967 Dodge Fargo. 
They actually went on to other things 
after selling the truck, but have now 
returned to the four-wheeling com-
munity by not only attending Super-
lift in August in a Suburban, but by 
tracking down the original 67 Fargo 
and are presently rebuilding it. Their 
2 boys love to go off-road but find 
the wait, when others get stuck, 
sometimes long. 
 
Jodi and her husband, members of 
SWO, share their Jeep and her driv-
ing at Superlift produced a picture 
that was run in the Toronto Star arti-
cle. They are doing their best to keep 
the number of women in four-
wheeling growing. Erin, their 9 year 
old daughter, recently b rought her 
friend along on a wheeling event only 
to have her return home insisting that 
her Father buy the family a Jeep so 
that they can go four-wheeling to-
gether. Jodi went to the NL AGM as 
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a delegate for SWO and found herself 
accepting a nomination to the Board 
of Directors. Welcome to the Board, 
Jodi.  
 
Brenda, who has been with NL since 
its inception, made the first modifica-
tions to her red YJ after her husband 
dozed off behind the wheel and hit a 
curb. What better excuse to start 
modifying your Jeep than you have to 
fix it anyway. Did she tell him before 
she did it? NOPE. Came home with a 
lift and tires. Next time he’ll be more 
careful….Brenda has spent the better 
part of the last 10 years on various 
Boards and organizational commit-
tees. She had also “poured her heart 
and soul into getting the Ontario As-
sociation up and running and in-
vested at least 3 years and a lot of 
personal finances, often forsaking 
trailriding to get the work done for 
the Association.”  Brenda thinks of 
herself of a “learn by doing person” 
and also has helped organize and 
taught at many 101 courses and be-
ginner instruction seminars. Her trip 
to that first garage brought an invita-
tion to go four-wheeling that has 
brought a life-time of enjoyment.  
Karen’s trip to a beginners mechanics 
course after she bought her long 
awaited TJ also brought a nudge from 
the teacher. A little slip of a business 
card that had OVO on it and a phone 
number, which she left on the floor 
of the TJ for months before calling 
the number, lead her down that first 
trail with the water over her head-
lights and someone muttering “yup, 
hook, line and sinker…” The next 
thing she knew she was hosting a “lift 
party” and not only was she a “jeep 
chick” but owned the biggest Jeep in 
town. 
 
Others have noticed the difference in 
4x4 club camaraderie vs. other types 
of car clubs. Chris and her husband, 
of SWO, have belonged to classic car 
clubs and she says that the women 
would only come around for BBQs 
or social gatherings. Chris has always 
had an interest in mechanics and was 
thrilled to find women in 4x4 clubs 
often do their own “fixes”. Having 
another woman in her four-wheel 
drive club teach her how to drive (Continued on page 11) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

their YJ’s standard shift helped her get her 
“trail feet”. She’s never looked back since 
and also took an active role in the forma-
tion of NL.  
As for me, working on the Board and 
eventually becoming the President for 2 
years of my home club, CO4X4, it all 
started when I decided to answer an “all 
call” for a secretary. I had only been in the 
club for several months and was nursing a 
broken back. Hiking was absolutely out of 
the question so if I wanted to enjoy the 
outdoors, it was going to have to be in our 
truck. Brenda is much the same now, with 
her mobility problems, and, although I 
suspect that there will always be axles in 
the driveway and starters sitting on her 
dining room table, off roading will be the 
only way for her to enjoy the remote areas 
of our country. 
 
Family life, whether it involves truck loads 
of children or not, is greatly enhanced by 
all of our participation in the sport. Eliza-
beth, Vice President of CO4X4, who is 
single, believes that her club “is my family 
life.” She hopes to plan a US invasion next 
year and try her driving skills down south. 
She considers that the women in her club, 
and many others that she has come to 
know through 4x4 events, bring her sup-
port and friendship. For Jodi, it changed 
the way they spend family vacations. For 
my husband and I, it also meant that our 
daughter has many parents. For her, a fam-
ily vacation that did not include at least 20 
others, would be just plain boring. The 
sport brought her to the Smoky Mountains 
from the time she was 2 and 11 years later 
that is still our annual trek in the spring. 
Christiane feels belonging to her club has 
“given us the opportunity to get a life!” 
She needed to convince her husband this 
was a good thing to do. They now share 
the same passion. They cannot wait for 
their daughter, who was 19 when they be-
gan their new hobby, to come off roading 
with them. Christiane knows that she’ll be 
hooked. Susan found herself alone in her 
obsession with her Jeep and found ORA 
on the Internet. Influencing her significant 
other in this endeavour turned him into a 
Jeep addict and they now find that they 
enjoy camping and spending time out-
doors. Whether there is a small number of 
women in a particular club or a large pres-
ence, Susan believes that the way we are 
welcomed makes us stay.  
 
We work hard, we play hard and we look 

forward to the mud dripping off our side-
view mirrors. There are many other 
women out there that spend tireless hours 
volunteering for our 4x4 clubs and asso-
ciations. I think Natalie said it best; 
 
“Where the land and my Jeep meet, my spirit 
soars, my soul is alive, and my life has true mean-
ing.” 
 
 
Trish  Groom 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NO TIME LIKE NOW -- WHILE THE 
SNOW FLIES  
If winter hibernation has been your norm, 
maybe this is the year to change all that. 
Don't get me wrong, I've never embraced 
snowmobiling the way I have 4-wheeling 
or even cross-country skiing. But a lot can 
be learned by the snowmobilers, there 
form of recreation was once a renegade 
sport, frowned on by some only tolerated 
by others, because with it came winter 
tourism.  
Now the sport is well established in many 
forms, most of all it protects its interests 
with a passion that most sports could do 
to emulate. It has an organization with 
three tier levels, major involvement in 
most communities where it operates, a 
lobby with government, but and here is a 
key -- a public relations policy that in-
cludes not just damage control when bad 
news happens; it has image building ele-
ments that address the sport's negative 
image.  
It does it's own licensing so there in lies a 
control mechanism -- on top of this in 
conjunction with local authorities (it has 
buddied with OPP and other police 
forces) and appoints its own enforcement 
officers to help with the task of trail pa-
trols and search and rescue, if and when 
the real problems arise.  
A lot of good has come from their efforts, 
trail systems emerged, an entire social 
structure has evolved and with that con-
siderable emphasis on fundraising for 
community causes and needs.  
Maybe the most important thing that the 
snowmobilers have done is STEPPED 
UP TO THE PLATE. They have estab-
lished themselves as major, MAJOR stake-
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holders with anything to do with trails 
and recreational area management. 
They virtually operate their own tour-
ism & insurance industry having group 
shopped for rates and discounts. They 
sit on committees at the highest levels 
in each of the provinces and territo-
ries. Sure there are still some things 
that need (and will probably always 
need addressing) A) There are still 
renegade snowmobilers -- those out-
side the fold who tarnish the image. B) 
Drinking and riding remains a problem 
(but there is a much publicized 
SMARTS program) which faces off 
with the issue. C) Speed and risks are 
still too common on the trails and any 
winter weekend or event is bound to 
bring a few into Emergency rooms 
which are already over-burdened with 
skiers and snowboarders who have 
risked their necks and lost.  
SO 4-WHEELERS have you seen the 
light. Get involved at the club level 
first, don't let your boards and trail 
event organizers become overworked. 
Get organized -- and do everything in 
your power to project a positive image 
for your sport. Get into the problem 
solving aspects of your sport -- I'd sug-
gest TREAD LIGHTLY! as an um-
brella cause that is pretty universal to 
the off-road fraternity. Be there when 
you are needed -- trails take mainte-
nance and damage control, they need 
planning, they need stabilization, they 
need assessments and restoration. 
They need you and everyone else who 
uses them to practise those TREAD 
principles. And we need your TL!C 
involvement -- Join and have your club 
appoint 3 to 5 members who will be 
your Tread Lightly! liaisons, organize 
some educational sessions that get the 
information to novices in your sport. 
Adopt some sections of trail and main-
tain that in conjunction with the local 
land authorities and owners. In other 
words partner, partners. And if you 
aren't already connected -- contact 
Tread Lightly! Canada at P.O. Box 
22049 Westmount Stn. Waterloo ON 
N2L 6J7 or email 
pbcoates@sympatico.ca Individual 
memberships are $20/per but it is 
more economical to have your entire 
club join. Happy trails and a joyous 
and safe Christmas season.  
Bert Coates executive director Tread 
Lightly! Canada  
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Editor’s Blurb 
 
Newsletter Editor. I never quite un-
derstood the name. It implies that you 
“edit” what you receive from the par-
ticipants. Does cut and paste count? 
This was my 3rd (or is it 4th?) news-
letter for Northern Lights. Fun? 
NOT! Enjoyable? NOT! Satisfying to 
see the final product? YUP!! 
 
Being Clothing Co-ordinator is fun, 
but not as satisfying as pestering peo-
ple half to death for articles then 
coming home from work, checking 
emails, and finding 4 emails with ar-
ticles attached (albeit 2 days past the 
deadline). Cool!! It worked!! 
 
Here Wayne and I sit, side by side 
(we each have our own PCs because 
it wouldn’t work any other way), qui-
etly working away at Northern Lights 
stuff. This has been a very familiar 
setting for our family for the last 3 
years and I don’t regret it for a mo-
ment.  
 
Please continue keeping the articles 
coming. 
 
I hope the membership and sponsors 
do enjoy reading the Northern Lights 
newsletter and please feel free to con-
tact me, or the Board of Director, 
with any comments. 
 
 
Trish Groom 
Editor 

 
 
 

YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
 
Rick Duval—President 
John Farley—Vice-President  
Jodi Dorman—Director 
Wayne Groom—Director 
Brenda Hacke tt—Director 
Robert Maddocks—Director 
Dennis Missios—Director 
 
 
THE FOLKS WHO DO THE WORK: 
 
Regional Directors  
Western– Jodi Dorman 
Central –Robert Maddocks 
Eastern—John Farley 
 
Clothing Coordinator—Trish Groom 
Corporate Liaison—Len Bink 
Membership Coordinator—Brenda Hack-
ett 
Newsletter Editor—Trish Groom 
Secretary/Treasurer—Brenda Hackett 
 
 
 
*************************************** 

 
Special Thanks to our Charter  

Members 
 

Len Bink 
Bob Boland 

Andrew Breithaupt 
Chris & John Carroll 

Mark Coles 
Marlene & Rick Duval 

Paul Cranfield 
David Gough 
Al Graham 

Trish & Wayne Groom 
Brenda & Phil Hackett 

Dean Harkema 
Stephen Hary 

Sandy & Peter Langer 
Robert Maddocks 

Miriam & Derrick McClinchey 
Wes McNeil 

Dennis & Sarah Missios 
Sheryl & Phil Whyte 

Kate Ross 
Janice, Lynda & Robert Redshaw 

Rick Roberts 
Kris Schattmann 

James Seitz 
Rosemary & David Verge 

Terry Wagg 

THANKS TO OUR 
CORPORATE  
HELPERS 
 
AJAX JEEP EAGLE LTD 
 
NISSAN CANADA/ 
DESPERADO MARKETING 
 
NATIONAL 4WD CENTRE, 
BURLINGTON 
 
SPORTS IN THE ROUGH, 
KETCHUM, OKLAHOMA 
 
DAIMLERCHRYSLER,  
MISSISSAUGA 
 
CANUSA AUTOMOTIVE 
WAREHOUSING  
DORCHESTER 
 
CANOFFROAD.NET 
ONTARIO’S 4WD  NETWORK 
 
 
******************************** 
NORTHERN LIGHTS 4X4  
TRAILRIDERS ASSOCIATION 
 
Membership information 
Indivi dual Membership $20 yearly, 
This includes decal. 
 
Club membership $100 yearly 
Associate Membership $20 yearly 
International Membership $25 yearly 
Includes decal  
 
Supporting/Corporate assistance is 
always welcome and appreciated. 
Please contact  l.bink@nl4x4.ca 
 
For more information regarding 
NL4x4 please send email requests to: 
information@nl4x4.ca or by post to: 
Northern Lights 4x4 Trailriders As-
sociation, PO Box 14, Ingersoll, On 
N5C 3K1  
416-444-8231 
Check our website at: 
www.nl4x4.ca 
 
Web site links are provided for the 
member clubs on the NL4X4 web 
page at: NL4X4.ca. Member clubs 
are asked to submit changes directly 
to the web master. Be sure to send in 
any announcements and upcoming 
events! Letters to the editor are  
always welcome. 



PO Box 7128, Station A,  
 Toronto, On M5W 1X8 
www.co4x4.com 

Richard Delorme 127 Post Rd., 
Kanata, On 613-836-8193 
delormer@rogers.com 

Newfrontier4wd.canoffroad.net 
Newfrontier4wd@hotmail.com 

Dean Harkma PO Box 332  
Foxboro, On 613-395-2264 
Jeep@reach.net 

Robert Adams, Montreal, PQ 
ora4x4.org 

info@ora4x4.org 

330 Richmond St Ste 206 
Chatham, On N7M 1P7 
callagha@ciaccess.com 
www.cujo.canoffroad.net 

s.j.mor@cyberus.ca 
Home.offroad.com/~tntlc 

WWW.JEEP-CLUB.ORG 
Info@jeep-club.org 

WWW.SOXC.ORG 
Jamie McPhersonSoxc@hotmail.com 

Chris Lappan 296 Bath Rd 
Bayou West Plaza, Kingston, On  
D.lappan@hotmail.com 
www.sodd.canoffroad.net 

Myron Scraba 905 455 3883 
mscraba@genicom.ca 
Josees@idirect.ca 
landroveradventure.com 

Paul Hodges 519-768-1164 
swo4x4club@hotmail.com 
23934 Thompson Line, RR2 
West Lorne, On 
swo.canoffroad.net 

118 Isaac St., Clinton, On N0M 1L0 
www.uppercanadacruisers.ca 
uccweb@uppercanadacruisers.ca 

bcjeepclub@canoffroad.net 
bcjc.canoffroad.net 

Roger Kartzmark 1456-H 
Heatherington Rd., Ottawa, 
On    613-247-9218 
www.eotb.ca 
Info@eotb.ca 


