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President’s Message
First I’d like to apologize for the lateness of 
this issue. Because there has been so much 
going on this spring/summer I kept holding 
up this edition “just another week” so I 
could print definitive answers to some of 
the issues we have faced in recent months 
instead of just speculation. 

By now, most of you are aware that in 
Minden, the site of the Superlift 4xAdven-
ture, there were concerns voiced by the 
HCSA (Haliburton County Snowmobile 
Association) that 4x4s were doing substan-
tial damage to the snowmobile trail system. 
This was followed by an article in the 
local newspaper with the headline “4x4s 
Destroy Trails”. Very soon, the MNR (Min-
istry of Natural Resources) became involved 
and issued a letter that organized off-road 
“events” in the Minden area on crown land 
would be subject to MNR approval and 
certain requirements. Those requirements 
would likely include $5,000,000 in general 
liability insurance and a performance bond 
of $5,000 per event or $100 per vehicle. 
Needless to say, this would stop most 
events in their tracks.

I immediately phoned the author of the 
letter, Mr. Doug Unsworth, the MNR 
Acting Director of the Minden Area and 
expressed our concerns about the sudden 
imposition of these requirements as no one 
had mentioned them during discussions 
in the past.

I have since had many meetings with the 
MNR, HCSA, TTORAG (Haliburton Trails 
and Tours Off-road Advisory Group), and 
others to ensure that we are working 
together to promote off-roading rather than 
reacting to the bad publicity that every 
sport gets sooner or later.

Given the concerns of the HCSA and the 
MNR over possible trail damage during the 
upcoming Superlift event, I, as the orga-
nizer of this event, felt it was appropriate to 
cancel Superlift this year to give us time to 
confer on trails and to lay the groundwork 
for a relationship with the other principle 
trail user in the area, the HCSA. In our 
most recent discussions in Minden, just 
over a week ago, we agreed that the first 
step in the process of co-operative trail use 
is to get the existing trails in the Minden 
area mapped via GPS [Global Positioning 
System, a mapping system using satellite 
technology. Many off-roaders already 
have GPS devices.–ed.] and to overlay that 
information with the MNR’s data on snow-
mobile trails so we can see areas of potential 
conflict and work to resolve them.

In some cases this, will mean that we will 
voluntarily agree to avoid some or all of cer-
tain trails that the snowmobile community 
calls “Tops” trails (where they have spent 
many tens of thousands of dollars). In other 
cases, we will identify areas of trails that are 
particularly vulnerable to 4x4 damage and 
then, with co-operation from the MNR, find 
ways around the problem sections. 

There will also be certain trails or sections 
of trails, which are particularly suited to 
off-roading, that will be left unimproved 
by the snowmobilers and, in future, may 
possibly be designated and signed as 4x4 
specific trails, through ongoing discussions 
with the MNR. This is likely to occur at 
least a year down the road.

Everyone at these discussions recognizes 
that it is in all our best interests to work 
with each other and not against each other. 
After all, we have much in common: we 
all enjoy going out on the trails and having 
fun with our friends; we all enjoy semi-
organized gatherings of one sort or another 
and large scale events from time-to-time; 
and we all enjoy the simple pleasure of 
being outdoors in the bush (sometimes 
even during blackfly season).

Local “cottage” communities, which rely 
on snowmobiling heavily in the winter 
months for income, are also becoming 
increasingly aware of the revenue generat-
ing potential of our sport, a sport that can 
run eight or ten months a year.

The only real difference between all trail 
users is the manner in which we choose 
to travel the trails. Most objections to 
a mode of transportation come from a 
lack of knowledge and experience. Many 
people think that off-roading is about 
racing through the trails; extreme 4x4 
competition videos do little do change their 
minds. We all know that’s about as far from 
normal, family-oriented trail riding as it gets 
but that is the perception of many people.
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To try to change these perceptions, I have 
taken a number of MNR officials and 
others out to various areas, including the 
Greens Mountain trail (one of the most dif-
fi cult in Southern Ontario, a 4+, for those 
who’ve never been there). They were 
amazed at how slowly, calmly, and quietly 
our vehicles can overcome large obstacles 
and at how little impact there is on trails 
in general. They told me point blank—this 
was not what they expected.

Based on discussions during those trail 
rides and at subsequent meetings, I am 
confi dent that we are only a year or two 
away from having the beginnings of a 
designated 4x4 trail system with maps, sig-
nage, etc. I fi rmly believe that eventually, 
yes, we will have a trail permit system. 
We need a trail permit system if this 
hobby/sport/industry is to continue. The 
“free ride” will come to an end, count on 
it; but imagine what you will gain for your 
$80 or $100 or whatever per year…

Just as snowmobile trail permits generate 
revenue that goes back to the snowmobile 
community to build and maintain trails, 
so too will off-road trail permits generate 

revenue to build and maintain 4x4 trails 
and the sport in general. When that day 
comes, the OFSC has offered to help us in 
organizing our trail permit system. After 
all, they have many years of experience to 
draw from and their system works.

This is the future of our sport. If it is to 
survive and fl ourish, we must expect to 
work with the MNR, the local Chambers 
of Commerce, and the other trail users 
in the areas where we ride. We must 
expect to expend time and effort to scout, 
discuss, and build our trails just as the 
snowmobiling community has over the 
past 20 years. We must expect to assist in 
the repair and maintenance of trails that 
we use in common with other users. We 
must expect to compromise, just as other 
trail users must, and do.

I am calling on you to come forward to 
assist us in building the future of off-road-
ing. If you truly love this sport, please, 
make sure you come the Northern Lights 
fall AGM (Annual General Meeting) on 
Sunday November 10th. This year, the 
AGM is being held at the Holiday Inn in 
Oshawa just off the 401. We need your 

votes, we need your input, and we need 
your time. 

We also need some new Board mem-
bers—directors who are willing to commit 
at least a couple of hours a week to 
Northern Lights. Please don’t run for the 
board unless you can commit 2–3 hours 
a week. We need people willing to work; 
what we don’t need is “dead-wood” 
taking up chairs. If you can commit your 
time, resources, heart, soul, and just about 
everything else, please, don’t leave it for 
“the next person” to do it. You are the 
next person. If you’re interested and want 
more information about being a board 
member, e-mail your phone number to 
me at rduval@nl4x4.ca .

It’s an exciting time to be an off-
roader…

See you on the trails!

Rick Duval
President, Northern Lights

Land Rover Adventure Association

The Land Rover Adventure Association 
has been quite active over the last few 
months, with well-attended trips to 
Ardbeg in May, Mattawa Mud in June, 

Bobcaygeon in June, and a return to fi nish 
the Ardbeg trail in July.

As well, at least 6 club trucks are planning 
to join the www.bordertoborder.com San 
Diego–Cardstone, Alberta trip, right up 
the spine of the mountain ranges- crossing 
deserts, mountain valleys, Utah rocks, 
beginning on Labour Day.

The Club picnic and Off Road Course 
program was held October 5–6, based out 
of the Jungle Cat World facility.

And 2–3 club members will be ventur-
ing to the Arctic Circle in February 
2003 using the ice road facilities that 
are in place at that time of year. Other 
participants/enquirers welcome!

www.landroveradventure.com

Ted Matthews
Land Rover Adventure Association



North Hastings 4-Wheel Drive Club

Howdy all! Most of the clubs activities 
lately have revolved around the “Under 
the Northern Lights” event in some way 
or another. With the event now behind us, 
it is time for a sigh of relief and a chance 
for refl ection on what to change for next 
year. (And it begins again!)

First of all, I would like to apologize to 
the Central Ontario 4x4 club on behalf of 
the North Hastings bunch. I won’t even 
attempt to explain the events that led 
up to us omitting your clubs name from 
the literature and news items regarding 
the event. Suffi ce to say it was in no way 
intentional and I will personally make sure 
you are kept “in the loop” for next year! 

Secondly, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say “thank you” to the Ottawa 
Valley Offroaders and the Central Ontario 
4x4 club for all of their help in building, 
marshalling and donating prizes/trophies, 
all of which we simply couldn’t have done 
it without you. Special thanks to all of the 
people who came out to marshal, crunch 
numbers and basically made sure everyone 
there had a safe and fun time and a very 
special thanks to Rick Duval for pulling the 
iron out of the fi re insurance-wise for us 
and to Al Graham (and family) for giving 
up the last two months of his life to plan, 
drive a loader, obtain raffl e prizes, (the list 
really does go on folks) all to make this 
event happen. To all of the competitors 
who came out to participate, and hopefully 
had some fun in the process, I would like 
to say “Thank you!” for supporting this 
event. We hope to see you all next year.

Finally, I would like to congratulate all of 
the winners, both of the raffl e prizes and 
the competition. Rick Duval of CO4x4 
came in fi rst in the Super Modifi ed class 
with John Farley and Andy Vatcher both of 
OVO coming in second and third respec-
tively. The Modifi ed class saw our own 
Doug Ball placing fi rst with Paul Smart 
of BMB and our Richard Nokes coming 
in second and third respectively. The fun 
awards that were sponsored by CO4x4 
were Ugly Truck: Paul Smart BMB; Best 
Looking Truck: Mat Noualy Nat4WDC; 
Hard Luck: Chad Wells NH4WDC. Shawn 
Frazier of OJC won the Most Surprising 

Competitor award. The “People’s Choice 
Award” donated by Northern Lights as 
an annual award, was won by Al Graham 
of NH4WDC.

If you would like to see how you did (or 
how your buddies did) the results are up 
on the web site. 

See you on the trails!

Doug Ball
Vice President, NH4WDC

Our club’s big weekend came and went. 
For those who missed the “Under The 
Northern Lights 4x4 Challenge”, you sure 
missed a great time. We had 23 competi-
tors from several different clubs. People 
came as far away as Hamilton and Quebec 
to compete during the weekend.

After last year’s event we had some 
suggestions and one of them was that 
we should “tweak” the course just a bit. 
This we did do and we heard about it. 
Last year there were nine full pulls on 
the bus, this year there were three. The 
steeper hill helped. The Tank Trap last 
year saw several perfect scores; this year 
we had only one. The much deeper mud 
holes and much bigger tires helped. The 
same thing happened with the log course. 
Lots last year, this year none. The bigger 
logs were harder to get over. Once again 
the same happened with the blindfold 
course—no perfect scores. Tighter turns, 
more obstacles helped out here. The 
new events were just as tough. The log 
staircase had no perfect scores and the 
Mini-Rubicon only had one perfect score. 
If I hadn’t moved a certain rock, this event 
would’ve had no perfect scores. All in all 
it was an enjoyable weekend for everyone 
who participated in one way or another.

To the competitors and the event marshals, 
I’d like to say Thank You for coming out 
and doing your best. A special Thank You 
goes to Daryl Delyea who looked after 
marshalling the events, which allowed 
me to compete; Rick Duval for dealing 
with the insurance; land owners Roger 
and Leah; John Farley and the Ottawa 
Valley Offroaders for your equipment and 

assistance in running some of the events; 
Central Ontario for your generous dona-
tion of trophies. Last, but not least, thanks 
go to my family for their support over the 
last several months as all the event site 
construction was being done.

For photographs and the final stand-
ings  in  the event ,  p lease  go to 
http://www.luker.on.ca/~titanic/
utnl2002m.htm with your Internet 
browser.

See you all next year!

Al Graham
President NH4WDC.

Northern Lights 4x4
Trailriders Association

Membership Dues:
• Individual Membership $20/year
• Club Membership $100/year
• Associate Membership $20/year
• International Membership $25/year
Individual and International Memberships 

include NL4x4 decal.

For more information, 
• Visit us on the Web at: www.nl4x4.ca
• E-mail us at: info@nl4x4.ca
• Mail us at: 
   15-1730 McPherson Court
   Pickering, ON L1W 3E5

Corporate assistance and support is critical 
to the ongoing mission of Northern Lights, 
and is always appreciated. For more 
information, please contact our Corporate 
Liaison, Len Bink, at l.bink@nl4x4.ca.

Letters to the editor and submissions to this 
newsletter are always welcome. Submissions 
may be edited for style and length. Contact 
the Newsletter Editor at editor@nl4x4.ca 
for more information.
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Upcoming Events
Northern Lights Fall General Meeting

Sunday, November 10, 2002

The fall meeting will soon be upon us. This 
is your chance to have your say. The Fall 
AGM also includes the election of board 
members. If you’re concerned with off-
roading in Ontario, we urge you to make 
the time to come to the AGM.

The meeting is open to individual mem-
bers of Northern Lights and to all members 
of NL4x4 member clubs. It will be held 
at the Holiday Inn, 1011 Bloor East, 
Oshawa, Ontario. Call the Holiday Inn at 
905.576.5101 for directions.

Doors open at 12:30 p.m.; the meeting 
will start promptly at 1:00 p.m. 

Please send an e-mail to agm@nl4x4.ca so 
we know how many people to plan for.

What’s in a Name?: DaimlerChrysler
Have you ever wondered about the name 
Daimler? Gottlieb Daimler was born 
March 17th, 1834 and died March 6th, 
1900. Believe it or not, the man credited 
with pioneering the modern automobile 
industry in Europe apparently did not 
even like to drive and may never have 
driven at all. Gottlieb Daimler did not 
invent the internal combustion engine, 
but he improved it. With his partner 
Wilhelm Maybach, he made engines that 
were small, lightweight, and fast-running, 
which made the automobile revolution 
possible. Daimler was born in Schomdorf, 
Germany, in 1834. Early in his engineer-
i n g  c a r e e r ,  h e 
became convinced 
s t e a m  e n g i n e s 
were an outmoded 
form of power, and he started building 
experimental gas engines. He was difficult 
to get along with, and he left a series of 
engineering firms because they did not 
share his vision or his work ethic. At one 
of them, he met Maybach, a man who 
understood him. Maybach became his 
partner, inseparable friend, and engineer-
ing soul-mate. In Cannstaatt, Germany, he 
and Maybach patented their four-stroke 

engine in 1885. That same year, they 
created what was probably the world’s 
first motorcycle by mounting a Daimler 
engine on a bicycle. In 1886, they 
adapted an engine to a horse carriage. In 
1889, they made the first purpose-built 
automobile and founded Daimler Motoren 
Gesellschaft. Ten years later, Maybach 
designed the first car, which was named 
Mercedes, after his daughter. During 
this time, Daimler was persuaded by a 
group of investors to take his company 
public. They seized majority control and 
eventually blackmailed him into selling 
his own shares. Daimler became bitter. 

With failing health 
in the autumn of 
1889, he was told 
to stay in bed, but 

the workaholic insisted on being driven in 
bad weather to inspect a possible factory 
site. On his way home he collapsed and 
fell out of the car. This incident acceler-
ated his declining health and contributed 
to his death the following spring. He died 
with his family around him.

From the Files of AN by B. Wernie. 12/18/00. 

Len Bink
Corporate Liaison, NL4x4

Events on Crown Land
After many months of discussions and 
negotiations, Northern Lights has reached 
agreements with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources regarding the approval of events 
held on crown land.

If you have a large event you’d like to 
run on crown land, send an e-mail to 
info@nl4x4.ca and we’ll help you get 
the process going. The approval can take 
many weeks so don’t leave it to the last 
minute!

Northern Lights 
Clothing
Show your support for Northern Lights 
and the sport of off-roading by wearing 
one of these great items featuring the 
distinctive Northern Lights logo:

Hats
$20.00 Cdn
• Black.
• Grey with black 
peak

Spring/Summer/Fall Jacket
$150.00 Cdn
Black with arms and 
pocket trim in:
• Red
• Green
• Blue
• Grey.

Please order clothing through your club 
NL4x4 rep. or executive.

The Editor’s Corner
Welcome to the latest edition of The 
North Star. 

Dealing with obstacles on the trail is 
part of what we consider fun—how 
do we get up that hill, cross that 
water, or get around that boulder? It’s 
a challenge that frustrates when we 
fail and exhilarates when we succeed. 
Somehow, dealing with obstacles off 
the trail seems much more difficult. 

I’ve faced my share of off-trail obstacles 
during the course of putting this 
newsletter together. And I’ve learned 
something: whether we face obstacles 
on the trail or off, the solution is the 
same—give it your best shot, learn 
something, get going, and move on to 
the next one. 

Here’s to overcoming obstacles—on 
and off the trail, individually and 
together!

Elizabeth Allen
Northern Lights Newsletter Editor
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Board of Directors

Rick Duval President
Robert Maddocks Vice President
Jodi Dorman Director
Wayne Groom Director
Brenda Hackett Director
John Farley Director
Dennis Missios Director

Volunteers

Western Regional Director Jodi Dorman
Central Regional Director Robert Maddocks
Eastern Regional Director Dennis Missios
Corporate Liaison Len Bink

Membership Coordinator Jodi Dorman
Newsletter Editor Elizabeth J. Allen
Secretary Jodi Dorman
Treasurer Janice Maddocks

Eastern Ontario Trailblazers
The Eastern Ontario Trailblazers have 
had a tremendously busy winter and 
spring, off-roading on an almost weekly 
basis. During the spring, the club made 
a trip to Chertsey and enjoyed the trails 
under the kind auspices of Off Roaders 
Anonymous/Anonymes (thanks again to 
Robert and Tim). EOTB plans to help with 
trail maintenance and support ORA any 
way it can.

EOTB also organized a maintenance semi-
nar for its members at Autofab, an Ottawa 
garage, and was able to use Autofab’s 
hoists and air tools to demonstrate brake 
maintenance to members. The club held 
its third seminar for new off-roaders in 
mid-June and July. These seminars include 
classroom time, technical tours of vehicles 
on hoists, as well as a trail run, all designed 
to introduce new people to the sport. In 

addition, many members got together to 
help each other at both organized and 
impromptu maintenance weekends. A 
tremendous amount of work has been 
done to upgrade and modify vehicles.

The club continued to explore for new 
trails using GPS/computer/real-time map-
ping technology. In addition to the Gorge, 
which was found last year, EOTB has 

identifi ed at least two other very promising 
trails. These exploratory trips as well as 
trail development continued throughout 
the summer.

EOTB was well represented at this 
summer’s Jeep Jamboree, held its 4th 
Couples Run, and held a cross county 
overnight trip for members. Some of our 
members attended the ORA S&S in May 
and one of our members came fi rst in the 
RTI ramp competition.

Our club has been growing steadily and 
has been working with local governments 
and businesses to support off-roading and 
to develop the sport.

Harold Kohn
Eastern Ontario Trailblazers

Rubicon Oversight Committee (ROC)
On July 15th, we had our second meeting 
of the Rubicon Oversight Committee 
(ROC). This committee was formed out of 
necessity to coordinate and orchestrate the 
management of the Rubicon Trail/County 
Road in California. I am the facilitator for 
the group, and representative for Friends 
of the Rubicon (FOTR). We are still devel-
oping our list of permanent membership, 
as well as subcommittee membership, but 
all avenues are being covered, including 

local, state and federal government inter-
ests. Right now, Eldorado County is taking 
a major interest in this effort, but we are 
also inviting Placer County to become a 
permanent member of the ROC.

Many FOTR folks will be called upon to 
serve on subcommittees (some of you 
already are and don’t know it), to deal 
with solutions to things like sanitation, 
trail signing, etc. The ROC is chaired by 
Gary Hyden, Eldorado County Parks and 
Recreation. I am very excited about this 
committee and the work we will be able 
to do to ensure our Rubicon Trail stays 
open, alive, and well.

We’re going to set up two places to read 
the actual minutes from the ROC meetings. 
One will be the FOTR web site, and the 
other will be the Eldorado County web site. 
[See http://www.eldoradocounty.com/
offroad.htm - ed.]

Sanitation is still one of our biggest 
challenges. Pack it in/out is our current 
solution. We must all encourage clubs 
and groups to have some way to pack out 
trash and human waste. Many different 
things are being tested, including landfi ll 
safe Pett toilet systems. 

Visit http://www.delalbright.com/
sanitation.htm for more info.

Right now the actual location of the 
original trail/county road is up for grabs.  
We must conduct a thorough trail survey 
to determine exactly where the trail lies.  
We have already started this process 
(Eldorado County side). Professional 
surveyors, supported by a grant from the 
OHV commission Green Sticker fund, 
have begun initial work.

Rights of way are going to be very 
important to locate precisely, as the trail 
passes through private property, as well 
as public land.

I am your main point of contact for getting 
info/concerns and ideas to the ROC. I will 
pass along to the ROC all of the discussions 
we have on FOTR and the Pirates web site. 
If you have something in addition to these 
discussions, just drop me an e-mail. 

Please feel free to pass these updates along 
to anyone interested in the Rubicon Trail. 
Thanks!

Del Albright
jeepndel@goldrush.com



Central Ontario 4x4 Club
(416) 410-4108

http://www.co4x4.com/

North Hastings 
4 Wheel Drive Club 

http://nhfwd.canoffroad.net/ 
agraham@ptbo.igs.net

Eastern Ontario Trail Blazers
http://www.eotb.ca

info@eotb.ca

Ottawa Valley Offroaders
(613) 739-0544
http://ovo.ca/

delormer@rogers.com

South Western Ontario 
4x4 Club

http://swo4x4.canoffroad.net/
swo4x4@canoffroad.net

New Frontier 
Four Wheel Drive Club

(905)465-3999
http://newfrontier4wd.canoffroad.net/

newfrontier4wd@hotmail.com

Chatham United Jeep Owners
http://cujo.canoffroad.net/

cujo@canoffroad.net

Land Rover Adventure 
Association of Ontario

http://www.landroveradventure.com/
webmaster@landroveradventure.com

Upper Canada Cruisers
http://www.uppercanadacruisers.ca/

uccweb@uppercanadacruisers.ca

True North Toyota Land 
Cruisers

http://home.offroad.com/~tntlc/
mrtaylor@magma.ca

Southern Ontario Xterra Club
http://www.soxc.org/

soxc@hotmail.com

Off Roaders 
Anonymous/Anonymes

http://www.ora4x4.org/
info@ora4x4.org

Outaouais - Ottawa Jeep Club
http://www.jeep-club.org

jeepclub@mail.com

Ontario Hummer 
Owners Group

ontariohummerownersgroup@sympatico.ca

Hamilton Off Road Club
(905) 383-7451

www.hamiltonoffroadclub.4wdriver.com
hamiltonoffroad@hotmail.com

Ottawa Valley Land Rovers
http://www.ovlr.org/

willeys@cyberus.ca

National 4WD Club
http://national4wd.com/club

club@national4wd.com

Member Clubs


