
 

Hello everyone and welcome to 
another season of 4-wheeling 
and to a new generation of 
Northern Lights newsletters!  I 
would like to encourage every-
one to go to the Northern Lights/
OF4WD forums and register 
(http://forums.nl4x4.ca) to get 
the most up to date information, 
and to have your say on any 
number of issues.  We will also 
be phasing out our email news 
list over the next couple months.  
Because of spam filters and a 
lack of up-to-date contact infor-
mation, we will be switching to 
the forums as our main informa-
tion distribution tool.  You will 
all still get important emails 

about things going on in the 
4WD community, but now they 
will go out to those people regis-
tered on the forums rather than 
the news list.  We will also main-
tain an email distribution of im-
portant information to the club 
contacts to make sure the infor-
mation gets passed down to eve-
ryone.   

For anyone who has not 
already seen it, the OF4WD Ac-
tion Plan for the Sustainability 
of 4-Wheeling is available 
online through the forums.  This 
is the document that describes all 
of the things the OF4WD is do-
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Book off August 19 - 21 2005!!! 
 

Registration for the Northern Lights An-
nual Charity Trailfest (CampNL) 2005 is 
now online!   
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ing to make sure that we all 
have a place to 4-wheel.   

The Action Plan 
formed the basis for most 
of what was discussed at 
the AGM on 
March 20th.  
We had a great 
turnout and 
more support 
going into the 
2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6 
season than 
ever before.  
W e  w e r e 
treated to a very informa-
tive presentation from Ken 
Seim and Nick Burnaby, 
from the provincial lands 
office of the MNR, who 
stayed around for a while 
and answered many really 
good questions from those 
in attendance.  They were 
very enthusiastic about the 
initiatives outlined in the 
Action Plan and pledged 
their support for these and 
future initiatives involving 
their ministry, a very posi-
tive step for the OF4WD.  
We saw more volunteers 
come forward at this AGM 
than ever before, filling 
many of the key positions 
on a number of committees 
and helping the OF4WD 
posture ourselves for what 
will be truly a banner year 
for all of us.   

I would also like to 
take this opportunity to 
introduce your directors for 
this season: Dennis Mis-
sios, Peter Wood, Karen 
Martin, John Hosszu, Reg 
Green, Jeff Corradetti, and 
myself, a group that will no 

doubt take OF4WD to new 
levels.  Also, I would like 
to welcome some of our 
key volunteers for this sea-
son; Roy Pedro (Save-A-
Trail Committee Head), 
A n d r e a  N o t a r i a n n i 

(Newsletter Editor), Chad 
Carter (Website), & Kim 
Powell (Insurance Pro-
gram).  Please support and 
respect  these people for 
offering their time to help 
our common cause. 

I would also like to 
welcome the many new 
clubs which have become 
part of the OF4WD com-
munity this year; The Lada 
Owners Club of Canada, 
The Pit Boyz, TriCity Jeep 
Club, Forward 4WD Club, 
Club 4x4 Les Maraudeurs, 
Club 4x4 Les Grenouilles, 
Quebec 8+, Club 4x4 Com-
mando, & Les Mordus 4x4.  
Many of these clubs have 
already been very suppor-
tive of various OF4WD 
programs.  We have also 
seen an explosion in indi-
vidual memberships this 
season, which are now 
available online.   Again, 
welcome to OF4WD every-
one! 

I would like to close 
this message with a hint of 
things to come...We are 

growing, becoming more 
efficient, and posturing 
ourselves further into the 
ranks of government than 
ever before.  We are going 
to see a Northern Lights 
with a new image, a new 

website,  new 
sponsorship oppor-
tunities, educa-
tional and guide 
materials, and a 
well defined vision 
for our future ef-
forts.  We are 
building strong bi-
directional rela-
tionships with our 

clubs and bringing North-
ern Lights to them.   

What we still need is 
your support.  Keep us in-
formed of what your clubs 
are doing, let us know 
when you hear about a trail 
closure or legislative issue, 
let us know how we can 
help you, get involved in 
Northern Lights/OF4WD 
programs, help us build an 
association that you are 
proud to have represent 
you.  The OF4WD is noth-
ing without its members.  
Together we will build a 
better 4WD system for us 
and our children. 

Thank you, happy 
trails… 

 

Michael J. Fedchyshyn 
 

President 

Ontario Federation  

of 4WD Recreationists 
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“We are posturing ourselves 
further into the govern-
ment than ever before...” 



 

Please avoid the following 
trails/trail systems.  Visit the 
OF4WD forums (http://
forums.nl4x4.ca)  for GPS 
data on boundaries of rele-
vant parks and closed trails.  
If you know of other trails 
that have been closed, please 
forward that information to 
info@of4wd.com.  

A n s o n  M o u n t a i n 
(Haliburton): Trail is now 
located within the boundaries 
of the QEII Provincial Park, 
no motorized use is permit-
ted 

Coopers Falls System: 
Parts of this system are also 
contained within the QEII 
Provincial Park, no motor-
ized use is permitted.  Please 
download GPS data for the 

park boundaries from the 
OF4WD forums to ensure 
intended use trails do not 
cross park boundaries. 

O u t h o u s e  T r a i l 
(Haliburton): While this trail 
is not closed.  In cooperation 
with the Haliburton County 
Snowmobile Assoc. we are 
asking all 4WD traffic to 
avoid use of this trail due to 
its environmentally sensitive 
nature and the significant 
repair costs incurred by the 
HCSA. 

Beaver Dam Trail (East 
Branch): Please use the West 
most branch of the Beaver 
Dam trail, the east branch is 
one of the HCSA TOPS trails 
and requires significant cost 
to repair/maintain.  The west 

branch is more suitable and 
desirable for 4WD traffic. 

Kawartha’s Signature 
Site (Bobcaygeon): Please 
avoid all trails on the east 
side of Hwy 507 between 
Hwy 36 and Gooderham, 
most of these cross into the 
boundaries of the Kawartha’s 
Signature site which is a pro-
tected area (no motorized). 

Black Lake (Parry 
Sound): The MNR has ex-
tended their ban of camping 
within 2km of the beach on 
Black lake on all long week-
ends during the summer.  4-
wheeling is still permitted in 
these areas, camping is the 
only restriction.  Campers 
face fines up to $10,000 for 
ignoring this restriction. 

TRAIL CLOSURE AND AVOIDANCE 
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The comment period for 
the Ministry of Tourism & 
Recreations Ontario Trail 
Strategy ended at the end 
of March.  With that came 
the closing submission 
provided by the OF4WD 
on behalf of the 4WD com-
munity.  You can find the 
details of this submission, 
the primary submission, 
and the Trail Strategy itself 
by visiting the OF4WD 
f o r u m s  ( h t t p : / /
forums.nl4x4.ca).  The 
OF4WD formulated this 

final comment after being 
invited to participate in a 
series of regional stake-
holder meetings across the 
province.  OF4WD repre-
sentatives attended meet-
ings in Chatham, Wood-
stock, St. Catherines, Bar-
rie, Peterborough, King-
ston, and Ottawa where 
they voiced the concerns of 
the 4WD community for 
consideration in the final 
draft of the strategy.  The 
document should be past its 
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IN MY OPINION… BY BILL BURKE 
Adapted with permission from 
Bill Burke’s 4-Wheeling 
America (www.bb4wa.com) 
Bill Burke is an internation-
ally recognized trainer who 
teaches back country driving 
t e ch n i q u es ,  w i n ch i n g /
extrication methods, vehicle 
preparation and maintenance, 
land navigation and woods' 
skills through classes, private 
training, trainer and trail 
leader courses, and back 
country trips to individuals, 
families, groups, clubs, vehi-
cle manufacturers/dealers, 
tour operators, government 
agencies and all companies 
that use 4WD vehicles in their 
operations. 

After visiting EJS 
2005 - my thoughts!! 

I am displeased, dis-
gusted, angry and afraid!! 
Why? I just returned from 
the Moab area after two 
weeks 'wheeling around 
and spending time with 
new and old friends and 
my family. I spent some 
time on the hard as well as 
the easy routes and what I 
saw (witnessed actually is 

the term) incited me to 
come up with the adjec-
tives I started this diatribe 
with - and believe me - I 
have toned the adjectives 
down! 

I have been guiding/
training in and around 
Moab for about 18 years 
and have attended as many 
Easter Jeep Safari events. I 
have attended many na-
tional and international 
events and have been 
lucky to 'wheel in some of 
the most pristine world 
class areas as well as some 
garbage dumps! What I 
saw this last week really 
sickened me and makes 
me wonder why I continue 
to be aligned with this 
sport and the people that 
purport to really care 
where and how they drive 
on designated 4-wheel 
drive routes in public ac-
cess areas. I am not talking 
about the OHV parks or 

the Rock Crawling events 
on private lands, I am ex-
pressing this disdain about 
the "guests" that are in-
vited to 'wheel in my back 
yard where I work, live 
and play.  

Displeased! Follow-
ing "rock crawling" type 
built rigs along Pritchett 
Canyon, these overly built 
rigs couldn't make the rock 
pile, so they drove into the 
wash and the illegal by-
pass made by other weak-
kneed wannabees that can 
build a rig but not drive on 
a difficult obstacle. Hey! 
You made the choice and 
selected the VDL hard 
core route, deal with the 

obstacles. Take a strap or 
use the winch, but stay 
true to the route. If you 
can't do the original route 
don't drive up Pritchett! 
Better yet - stay home!   

Disgusted! Driving 
along the route called 
Metal Masher, my son and 
I observed an obstacle that 
is quite challenging - a 
large slick rock face steep 
and tall. It was obviously 
not enough for the "rock 
rig wannabees" since they 
had to move over foot by 
foot to assault the entire 
ledge for the next 25 yards 
sideways. The big moment 
of disgust was when I saw 
that the nearby Juniper 
trees, maybe as old as 125 

years, were crushed and 
broken in pure indolence 
and with complete disre-
gard to the natural habitat 
of the revered old flora. 
Just wasted the two trees 
'cause they couldn't hurt 
the tube frame and already 
dented body panels. Am-
munition for the SUWA 
folks! 

Angry! To put it 
mildly. I was with clients 
along the routes of Gold 
Bar Rim, Bull and Little 
canyons and we stopped 
repeatedly to pick up trash 
along the miles of routes 
we ran that day. We 
picked up 53 beer cans, 14 
plastic drink bottles, card-
board beer cases, a cooler 

top, and 2 tee-shirts, 
among other items. We 
buried 4 piles of human 
effluence and exposed 
toilet paper and tried to 
smooth over 5 different 
impact areas where vehi-
cles had driven over prime 

Crytobiotic forests leaving 
tire prints and destruction.  
There is no excuse for that 
type of wanton destruc-
tion, especially since there 
is so much information in 
the public arena about the 
fragile Crytobiotic soil: 
Don’t bust the crust! Do 
these people drain the oil 
on their living room rugs? 
Do these people even care 
about ethics? 

Afraid! Yes, I am 
afraid that these people 
have reinforced the already 
bad image the general pub-
lic has about 4-wheelers. 
So now I have to hang my 
head down in shame when 
I visit the local business 
people in Moab because of 
the stigma attached to 
what a few (not as few as 
one would think) bad ap-
ples have done to the de-
sert roads. It just gives 
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“Take a strap or use the winch, 
but stay true to the route.” 
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groups like SUWA, Sierra 
Club, the BLM and USFS 
more ammunition for road 
closure and to establish more 
Wilderness Study areas. Be-
cause, if those that use it don't 
care enough and continue to 
abuse it, the privilege to recre-
ate on primitive roads in pris-
tine back-country regions will 
be easier to close and certainly 
easier to legislate Fee areas 
and restrictive access. We 
might as well as start building 
private OHV parks like the 
East Coast regions have to do. 
Or do we restrict the buggy 
types to only OHV parks and 
enforce lift, bumper height and 

tire diameter laws. Or do we 
close "it" all and just stand 
against the fence and sigh 
away the hours?  These indi-
viduals are threatening my 
livelihood, recreation and envi-
ronment.  

All the insightful diatribes 
from the vociferous 'wheelers 
about boycotting this establish-
ment or that business amounts 
to nothing and falls on deaf 
ears when ones backyard is so 
scurrilously vandalized by 
what Edward Abbey once 
coined as "slobivius ameri-
canus" are doing to our sport 
and our land. 

Everyone that operates a 
motorized vehicle should be 

required to read "Desert Soli-
taire" by Abbey, in order to get 
a license. There needs to be a 
resurgence of a new ethic for 
the way 'wheelers should treat 
this fragile land we are loving 
to death and closure.  

When 'wheeling on estab-
lished 4wd routes, stay on the 
road and enjoy the journey.  
Back country travel and 4-
wheeling is about the journey, 
not fighting nature with ma-
chine.   We need to wake up 
and start working on the tar-
nished image that seems to be 
getting more tarnished as we 
drive along. 

Bill Burke 
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Our Mandate: 

 To Ensure the Sustainability of 4-Wheeling in 
Ontario and Beyond 

  

Our Goals AND Objectives 

To learn about the projects and initiatives the 
OF4WD is undertaking, please click here to 
request your copy of our "Action Plan for the 
Sustainability of 4-Wheeling in Ontario and 
Beyond" 

 

OUR STRUCTURE: 

There are 7 Board positions, which are 2 year 
terms 4 of which come up for election one 
year the 3 the next. Under the Board of Direc-
tors are a number of committee head and com-
mittee positions specifically targeted at indi-
vidual OF4WD Projects. Elections are held 
annually at the Annual General Meeting and 
both Club Members and Individual Members 
are encouraged to participate. The A.G.M. is 
held in March. 

OF4WD ACTION COMMITTEE 
DIRECTORY: 

 
Save-A-Trail Committee: 

saveatrail@of4wd.com 

Trail Mapping & Database: 

trailmapping@of4wd.com 

Insurance Program: 

 insurance@of4wd.com 

Corporate Relations & Sponsorship: 

karen.martin@of4wd.com 

Newsletter: 

 editor@of4wd.com 

CampNL: 

 info@of4wd.com 
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Save yourself the hassle of 
mailing in your registration & 
payment and do it all at  
www.of4wd.com. You can 
reserve your spot, your event 
t-shirts, your campsite and 
pay for it all by Credit Card or 
PayPal online! 

If you’ve never used Pay-
Pal’s services before, they are 
owned by Ebay and is the 
most secure and trusted form 
of payment on the internet. 

What’s new at CampNL 
this year?  How ‘bout more 
trails, more guides, more 
prizes, more sponsorship, 
more media, more everything!  
And of course, more money to 
the Haliburton Highlands 
Health Services Centre - over 
$10,000 to date! 

For all the event details 
visit  www.of4wd.com or go 

to our forums at http://
f o r u m s . n l 4 x 4 . c a /
viewforum.php?f=15 and be 
part of Northern Lights’ sig-
nature event.  Remember that 
spots are limited so get regis-
tered early !  

CampNL is an event that 
is run with the full coopera-
tion of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources according to the 
guidelines Northern Lights 
worked to establish with 
them. It brings money into the 
communities in which many 
of us enjoy 4-wheeling by 
supporting local business and 
donating to a local charity. 
The support and positive me-
dia exposure we gain from 
staging events like CampNL 
is priceless in terms of our 
ability to effect positive 
change, and build the reputa-
tion we would all like to have.  
We still need more guides, 
more sponsors, and more Par-
t i c i pa n t s !   S o  v i s i t  
of4wd.com to volunteer and 
give support!   

(Continued from page 1) 

CAMPNL 2005!! 

final provincial revision in 
June 2005. 

We have currently initi-
ated the process involved in 
having the OF4WD officially 
recognized under the Ontario 
Provincial Partner program.  
Along with this, we have also 
begun the process for being 
officially recognized by the 
secretariat of the province.  
With this recognition will 
come invitations to sit on all 
committees, and advisory 
groups relevant to trail/crown 

land use in the province.  A 
major step for our commu-
nity. 

The OF4WD is continu-
ing to lobby for a seat on the 
QEII Park advisory commit-
tee which will decide the 
finalized management plan 
for the park that closed trails 
such as Anson Mountain and 
parts of the Coopers Falls 
System.  If successful, we 
could see these areas opened 
to 4WD traffic again. 

 Finally, the OF4WD 
has been informed of some 

revisions being considered 
for the “Free-Use” policy of 
the Public Lands Act with 
specific reference to motor-
ized use.  While these revi-
sions are currently being con-
sidered internally within the 
MNR, we are watching the 
situation carefully and pos-
turing ourselves to partici-
pate in any public consulta-
tion opportunities. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Thanks for 
read-

ing!  Look for 
our 

next issue th
is fall! 


